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| n d iCardinal Oswald Gracias to LGBT people:

NChur ch

By Francis DeBernardo

Bondings 2.0
NewWaysMinistryBlog.wordpress.com
October 19, 2015

Cardinal Oswald Gracias is Are
bi shop of Bombay,
National Conference of Catholic Bis
ops, and a membe
Council of nine cardinal advisors fror
around theglobe. In the last few years,
he has emerged as one of the lead
international advocates for betterspa
toral and civil care of LGBT pe
ple. He was thenly religious leader
in Indiawho opposed an initiative tc
recriminalize LGBT people, has urge
his priests tobe more sensitive in thei
languageabout LGBT peoplespoke
out for better pastoral caderring last
year 0s extr aor mat
with the Chair of Quest, the Unite
Kingdomds Catholi

He is here in Rome for the synot
and| had the pleasure of sitting dow
with him, oneon-one, for a brief inte
view on Sunday night to talk about th
pastoral outreach to LGBT peopl
criminalization laws, church doctrint
and language, and his own persor

journey.
DeBernardo: In the last cople of
years, youbdbve mac

gestures in regard to LGBT peoplin
what ways has your understanding
LGBT people evolved over the yeal
and how did that happen?

Gracias Initially it began with n-
volvement in civil lawwith banning
homogxuality. | felt that wa
notrighti indiscriminately putting es-
rybody in same categoryTherefore,
spoke, saying the Church was no
favor of this. This was a bit of a st
prise to many people because of v
they think the Church teachesrou
must make
distinc-
tion with an
individual, wh
is absolutel
part of th
Church, who w
must care fo
and who migF
have a [horo-
sexual] orieta-
tion. Yo u
put them i
chains, or s¢
we have no e-
sponsibility
whasoever. The law was struck dow
buthowi t 6s back ags¢e

Subsequentlyl met a few peop
also. | realized their goodnesshat
many people do not realiz&hey ar
often painted one way and the ime
are bad. My own view is that th
Church hago be allembracing, inal-
sive. andtake care of everybody. C
moral principles are clearl would be
too worried that we are breaking
mor al code or th

Cardinal Oswald Gracias

embr acesnegeods

ples are shattered because we say
we are pastoral. The Catechism
said also that they must be cared
Some people say you are going too

DeBernardo: I n one
Catholic position to welcome. To 1
be welcoming is wrong.

Gracias To not be welcomir
would not be a Catholic attitude.
would not b

Christi©
tude, certaily.
We have to k
very compa-
sionate, unde
standing, an
open to people

DeBerna-
do: When | rea
about you
stand on th
civil law, | reac
that you wer
the only rel
gious leader i
India to oppose Freriminalization
How did you find the courage to be
only one?

Gracias | was convinced. | thir
gradually others will come to see w
| am saying. 1 t 6s SO
mind. This is what the Church wot
want . l 6m convin
will be decriminalized.l t 6 s a
of time.

DeBernardo. Did you receivea
backlash or criticism for your stand?

W@ N d

Gracias Not much. There were a
few. There were some theologiar
who said they disagreed with me. B
that was an intellectual discussion, a
| was happy about that because lit a
lowed me to sharpen my thoughts ¢
the matter.But there was no campaig
against what | said.

DeBernardo: In the U.S. we have
many parishes who have set up rsini
tries of welcome to LGBT
ple. What advice would you give tc
those parishes and pastors workil
with LGBT people?

Gracias. | honestly would think
that they would know more than mi
From experience, you always leal
how to do things pastorally. Homose
uality is not fully out of the closet ir
India. The atmosphere is not so ope
in the civil society to be able to hav
people openl come and declare the
selves. As a matter of fact a gay ass
ciation asked me if | would say Mas
forthem.l sai d, AAbis ol
culty whatsoever.| said to them they
should keep in mind that they woul
suddenly be coming out into the ope
Forme , itos

DeBernardo: Do you see any gifts
that lesbian and gay people bring to t
Church?

Gracias. I havenot
make a generalization. But the peopls
have met have impressed me ve

(Continued on page 5

The pope could be best friends
with trans people after all

By Jane Fae
Gay Star News
July 16, 2015

The Pope does not have it in fc
trans folk. He is absolutely not runnin
some sort of veiled antians agenda.

In facti with a little more support
in the right quarters Pope Francis
may well turn out to be the best thin
that has happened to the trans camm
nity, religiously speaking, in a ven
long while.

That may come as a bit of a sho
to those who have been nodding alo
to the recent spa
in the LABTI press, and beyond, abot
how the Pope hans
deri smd as on
ons in its dangerousness.

The problem is these insights a
based on little other than second ha
interpretation of remarks delivered in
very different context. In most case:
this view is not supported in any off
cial way within the Catholic church.

Someone who ought to know i
Monsignor Keith Barltrop. He was
recently tasked by the head of tt
Catholic Church in England, Cardin¢
Vincent Nichols, for expnding the
churchdés LGBTI

Gay Star News asked Barltrop wh.

ap-pal

tion on transgender issues to be.

He told us: ol
it is an issue he has given any gre
thought to. At an individual level,
transgender issues affect a very sm
minority of individuals within the
church.

0As far as | an
takes no official position on trasnsge
derism: it is a pastoral issue, not atma
ter of doctrine.

60l nsofar as the
involved inany individ
to transition, it would counsel cautior
because this is not a step to taketligh
ly: but it should be fully supportive o
individuals who have made that dec

dsi on. 0 '

So why have so many in the LGB 3
community bought into the ideaish
Pope, otherwise one of the most incl
sive of modern times, has a bee in t
bonnet about transgender people?

That notion seems to be basdd a
most exclusively on a very particule
interpretation of a phrase used on
number of occasions over the past fe
mont hs by Pope d&r
ryé (6l a teoria c
6gender t hrudearyadims
race And he condemns it, in his recel

mi n igroundbreakingencyclical on climate

OPatr on

sal nt o

John McNelll, 90, dies

By Thomas C. Fox
National Catholic Reporter
September 24, 2015

The patron to gay and leshia
Catholics who struggle to find a e
coming home in their church, John
McNeill, died Sept. 22 in a hospic
facility in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. He wa
90.

McNeill is widely revered amonc
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgent
rights Catholics as well as others wt
looked to his scholarly writings to hel
them accept their own sexuality ar
defend themselves against what th
view to be misguided church teaching

Franés DeBernardo, executivei-d
rector of New Ways Ministry, today
said McNeill possessed "a rare mixtu
of both a great heart and a great mini
adding that gays and lesbians ha
been "informed not only by his pb#
sophical principles and logic, but b
his avareness of deep and real hum
needs."

"It is not an overstatement to se

a ntleai asy: of thie gpastordl epolitical, Hhe

logical, and practical advances th
LGBT Catholics have made in recel
years could only have been broug
about because of John's ground
breaking work."

he understood the Popebs o (fCJntianed oft dage@ T s  Sister of Loretto Jeannine Gramicl

John McNeill

cofounder of New Ways Ministry,
called McNeill "a true pioneer ir
whose footsteps so many of ud-fo
lowed."

"I learned so much from hiser
search and writing, but | learned ev¢
more from personal interactis with
him by witnessing the passion and-h
man concern he had for every LGB
person he encountered."

DignityUSA  Executive Director
Marianne DuddyBurke spoke of
McNeill as a prophet. "John was real
the first major prophet of the Catholi
LGB movement. Eery DignityUSA
president has consulted him fon-i
sights into the emerging issues of tl

(Continued on page 3’
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New Ways Ministry Congratulates

St. Maryos

Academy

on /

Employment Non-Discrimination Policy

Bondings 2.0
NewWaysMinistryBlog.wordpress.com
August 27, 2015

New Ways Ministry thanks and congratulates
Maryods Academy, Portl amsd,
ing theirdecision to dismiss a counseloho they learned
was a lesbian, but #mdopt a nordiscrimination pdt
cy which welcomes gay and lesbian employaesluding
those who are legally married.

St . Marybs policy setis
tutions across the nation and around the globe who
faced with the new reality of gay and lesbian people v
are more open about their sexual orientations, the
even newer reality of the legalization of marriage for ¢
and lesbian peopleTo t he Cathol i c
since 2008, oves0 employeebave lost their jobs a
Catholic institutions because of LGBT issiieasost of
them involving marriage.These50 are only the case
which have become public.

Since 2013, New Ways Ministry has been advocat
for Catholic institutions t@adopt nordiscrimination padk
ciesprotecting people from being fired because of sex
orientation, marital or relational stafusnd support for
marriage equality.Such policies are easily supported |

the authentic Catholic teachings on social justice ane co
science. Though a number of institutions have had sliscu

sions in regard to such
the firstknown Catholic employeio adopt one.

Equally i mpressive for

speed with which the school reversed its decisiOme v e r

day after the dismissal

met and voted to continue hiring the counselor anc
adopt the nordiscrimination policy. This speed saved th
school community of parents, students, teachers, all

a much grief, as witnessed by the countless strong ane painn

filled protests that other institutions have faced becaus
similar employment djsutes.

The St. Maryb6s case ha
because in addition to withdrawing its contract, the sct
had asked Lauren Brown, the employee, to remain si
about their decisionBrown said that as a matter of igte
rity she could not beilent, and so she made her story a
pertinent documents available to the press. Her exar

shows that openness and transparency are ways ofachie

ing justice. The burgeoning protest by students, alum
and parents surely also played a role.
New Ways Mhistry prays that other Catholic wer

pl aces wil|l foll ow the
in adopting nordiscrimination policiesin doing so, they
wi |1 be |iving up to the

promotion of human dignity and equality.

Founded in 1977, New Ways Ministry is an
educational and bridgeuilding ministry of
reconciliation between the Catholic gay apd
lesbian community and the institutional
structures of the Roman Catholic Church.

New Ways Ministry seeks to eradicate pre

alent myths and stereotypes about homode

uality and supports civil rights for lesbian
and gay persons in society.

New Ways Ministry
4012 29 Street
Mount Rainer, Maryland 20712
(301) 2775674
info@newwayvsministry.ora
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LGBT Catholic Groups Meet in Rome

By Michael K. Lavers
The Washington Blade
October 152015

More than a dozen organizations that advocateesn b

half of LGBT Catholics met in Rome over the pastkvee
end.

The Marylandbased New Ways Ministry, Dign
tyUSA and 11 other groups that are part of the Glc
Network of Rainbow Catholics took parttinh e ¢ o ¢
inaugural meeting from Oct-4. The European Forum ¢
LGBT Christian Groups, the Christian Association
Gays and Leshians of Catalonia in Spain, LGBT Gath
lics Westminster Pastoral Council in the U.K., the De
Resources Foundation inambia and Pastoral de la-D
versidad Sexual in Chile are among the other organiz
tions that attended the gathering.

New Ways Ministry Executive Director Frank DeBe

nardo told theWashington Bladeon Monday during a
telephone interview from Rome the meetitaps off &
forts to launch the Global Network of Rainbow Catholi

that began two years ago
time for an international organization since there are
many of us. 0

Sister Jeannine Gramick, -founder of New Ways
Ministry, and former Irish President Mary McAleese, wi
has a gay son, are among those who spoke at a confe
in Rome on Oct. 3 that
LGBT Catholics and their families.

A A storal approach is better than an ideological «
for promoting peaceful and fruitful relationships wi
LGBT people in the everyday life of Roman Catho
c 0 mmu n readsaéescrigtionof theconference.
ABegi nni ng mman dwmanityhL&EBT cpeopl
sharewith all people and leaving ideology aside for

(Continued on page 3
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New Ways

House for Pope Franci s®o

Mi ni BdBeryahle ExEcaut@enDiréctsr, and Sister Jeannine Gramick, Co-Founder, were
two of the many leaders of Catholic and LGBT organizations who attended the welcome ceremony at the White
arrival
morning of September 23, 2015. Also in attendance were representatives from DignityUSA, Fortunate Families,
GLAAD, Human Rights Campaign, and Owning Our Faith.
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Before Pope Francis Met Kim Davis, He Met with Gay Ex-Student

By Jim Yardley and
Laurie Goodstein
The New York Times
October 3, 2015

Ever since it became public thi
Pope Francis met in Washington wi
Kim Davis, the Kentucky county cler}
who refused to issue marriage licens
for samesex couples, the questior
have been swirling: Why did he me:
with her, and was it meant as a pelit
cal statement?

As it turns out, tk Vatican said on
Friday, the pope did not mean to-e
dor se Ms. Davi so
he gave her no more than a typic
brief greeting, despite what her lawy
described.

Instead, the Vatican said that Franc

Pope Francis with former student Yayo Grassi a

gave only one f
someoe later identified as one of
former students, Yayo Grassi, a
man in Washington who says
brought his partner of 19 years to

Vati cands embass
reunion. They even shot video.
The di sclosur e,

unusual attempt to correct the impee
sions | eft by Fr
Davis, added to days of specula
about whether Francis intended to ¢
a message on the place of gays ir
church, or conscientious objection,
whether his advisers had fully brie
him on Ms. Davis, or had their o
agenda.

The Vatican spokesman emphas
that the meeting with Ms. Davis v
arranged by the

ambassador

Washington,

not by anyon

in Rome &

including  th

pope.
iThe

did not ente

into the dHtails

of the situatio
of Mrs. Davis
and his meetir
with her shoul
not be congl-
ered a form ¢
support of he
position in al
of its particula
and comple
aspects

Rev. Federic

Lombardi, th

Vatican

spokesman,

said in a sta:
ment release

Friday —mom-

ing.

On the othe
hand, Mr. Grass
6*yearold

caterer, toldThe New York Timethat
he and the pontiff have known eac
other since the 1960s, when JorgerMa
io Bergoglio, as the future pope we
then called, taught him literature ar
psychology at te Cokgio de la h-
maculada Concepcién, a Jesuit hi
school in Santa Fe, Argéna.

Mr. Grassi said that he had resum
contact with the future pope years-la
er, when he was the archbishop
Buenos Aires. He also visited the poj
at the Vatican in Septdmer 2013, and
later contacted his office to ask for &
audience in Washington.

ionce | saw hotw
ing his schedule was in D.C., | wrol

busy

back to him saying perhaps it would t

better to meet S
Gr assi said. oriltie
phone and he told me that he wou
|l ove to give me a

Mr. Grassi said that he had bees a
companied by his partner of 19 yeal
Iwan Bagus, as well as four friend
and that the meeting took place at t
Vatican Embassy on Sept3® a day
before Ms. Davis met the pope.

Mr. Grassi said that Francis had to
him to arrange the visit through th
office of Archbishop Carlo Maria
Vigano, the papal nuncio, or envoy, |
and exhaus

(Continued on page 6

Rome meeting on LGBT
Issues draws global audience

(Continued from page 2)

while can yield important discoverie
for both the LGBT people and th
church. o

The gatherings coincided thes-b
ginning of a threaveek meeting of
Catholic bishops in Rome durin
which they will voteon a document
that specifically addresses the famil
Leaked drafts of the document indica
it owi || reiterate
to unions between gays and lesbians.

Krzysztof Charamsa, a Polish mo
signor who had worked in the Vat
canbs Co fogtheedgckinhei ok
the Faith since 2003, came out as ¢
on the eve of the meeting and reveal
he has a boyfriend.

The Holy See on Oct. 3 remove
Charamsa from his post. TRessaiat-
ed Pressreportedthe Polish monsignor
is no longer able to work at théatican
or pontifical unversities in Rome

where he had taught theology.
ANot withstandi ni
the events and personal situations, &
reflections on the issue, the ggon to
make such a pointed statement on 1
eve of the opening of theynod @-
pears very serious and irrespin$ e
said Rev. Federico Lombardi, the Wat
can spoksp er s on, in &
aims to subject the Synodsambly to
undue medi a
Charamsads deci
coincided with the revelation that Poy
Francismet  privatelywith  Yayo
Grassi, an Argentine man he taught
the 1960s, and his partner at the #po
tolic Nunciature in Northwest D.C. o
Sept. 23. The Vatican continues -
downplaythe meding between the
pontiff and Kim Davis, a Kentucky
cownty clerk who refuses to issue ma
riage licenses to sarsex couples é&
cause of her religious beliefd)at took
place in Washington the following day
+

Catholics honor pioneering work of John McNeilll

(Continued from page 1)

Catholic LGBT community."

Born and raised in Buffalo, N.Y.
McNeill entered the U.S. Army in
1942 and became a prisoner of war
Nazi Germanyd an experience tha
for him was profoundly spiritual anc
led him to his entering the Jesuits
1948. Ordained in 1959, he taughi-ph
losophy and theology at Fordhamiun
versity, Union Theological Seminary
and Le Moyne College, where he was
noted peace advocate during thé V
etram War.

McNeill became a practicing ps
chotherapist, writing once that h
wanted to spread the good news amc
lesbian and gay Catholics.

In 1976, after a thregear delay, he
published with Vatican consent hi
seminal work;The Church and the
Homosexua(now in its fourth edition).
The book was the first attempt by
reputed scholar and theologian to- e
amine and challenge traditional chur
teachings on sexuality and attitud
toward gay and leshian Catholics.

Two years after publication, thi
Vatican resinded its approval. A yea
later, he was ordered by the new he

of the Congregation for the Doctrine ¢
the Faith, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinge
and later Pope Benedict XVI, to enter
public silence. It was a silence hb-o
served for nine years while conting
his private ministry to gays and leshie
Catholics. His work included psych
therapy, workshops, lectures and-r
treats.

"I had agreed to observe this silen
in the hopes that over time the chur
would consider the evidence and bec
a reevaluation, & wrote in the inw-
duction in the fourth edition of his
book.

In 1988, he received yet another o
der from Rome directing him to giw
up all ministry to gay persons, am-o0
der, he said, he could not follow i
good conscience.

He disobeyed the order and thes
to his expulsion from the Jesuit orde
his home for nearly 40 years.

He continued to speak out again
official Catholic teachings on matter
or sexuality and in particular the hars
and "homophobic" teachings comin
out of the Vatican. It was in 188in
that Ratzinger issued a document
which he called homosexuality "a
objective disorder" and spoke of it

"orientation to evil." The documen
was issued on Oct. 31, 1986, a
McNeill, among other church critics
referred to the Ratzinger letter abéet
Halloween letter."

In 2012, McNeill was the subject o
"Taking a Chance on God," a dbc
mentary film produced and directed t
Dignity member Brendan Fay the
highlights McNeill's role as priest, ga
man, activist, and scholar.

He did not mince words whel
speaking of the pain he had felt at tl
hands of his church. In 2012, McNei
wrote that in his outspoken career |
had tried "with the help of the Hol
Spirit to free gay Christians from th
lies of a pathologically homophobir
religion."

His radical andprovocative views
on sexuality were never successful
muzzled by church authorities, thoug
his presence at gay and lesbhian Gath
lic meetings grew fewer and fewer ¢
his health diminished in recent year
He published at several major best
selling books o sexuality and he kep
a website for many years.

His pastoral approach toward hea
ing the pain gay and lesbian Catholi
were experiencing seemed boundle

Several years ago he wrote "We knc
from Revelation that God created 1
sexual beings and delighits our sexi-

al play. Every human being has a God
given right to sce
a psychotherapist with several decac
of experience that many, if not mos
human beings grow up with badl

damaged psyches and a wounded- self

image that render theincapable, »
cept with extreme difficulty, to ente
into a committed relation based c
mutual love. However, these psycHica
ly wounded humans still have a right 1
sexual fulfillment to the best of thei
ability."

He believed that individual oe
science na#s to be the final arbitel
when deciding on sexual matters.
once wrote: "one of the most centr
teachings of Jesus, without doubt
utmost importance to all Christians ar
especially to lesbian, gay, bisexual ai
transgendered Christians is freedom
conscience."

He was animated by a deep spirit
ality. He once wrote that his writing
had been based on "Jesus' promise
his followers to send them the Hol
Spirit who will dwell in their hearts
and lead them into all truth+'

hu

pressur e



Page 4

A Cathol i c

BONDINGS

After He Marries His Same-Sex Partner

By J. Lester Feder
Buzzfeed.com
July 14, 2015

A Catholic university in New
York City has said it will take noca
tion against the chair of its theolog

department after he married his same

sex partner on June 27, in contrast
the several parochial-K2 schools that
have fired gay andekbian employees
who marry.

The marriage of Fordham Unive
sity Theology Professor J. Patric
Hornbeck and Patrick Bergquisi
who directs the family ministry of St
Barthol omewds Epl
Manhattan 8 wasannouncedn the
AWeddi ngs o0ThesNew Yorik ¢
Timesthe day after their ceremony.

In response to an inquiry fron
BuzzFeed NewsFordham University
provided a statement from Senoi- D
rector of Communications Bob How
saying that university wished the be
for Hornbeck and his husband.

fi Whei Catholic teachings do nc
support samsex marriage, we wist
Professor Hornbeck and his spouse
rich life filled with many blessings or
the occasion of their wedding in th
Episcopal Church. Professor Hornbe:
is a member of the Fordham comrmiiun
ty, and Ike all University employees,

students and alumni, is entitled to-
man dignity without regard to ra
creed, gender , a
Howe said in a statement that had |
rel eased previ ese

ber of conservative Catholic webs
over the past two weeks, appare
beginning withPatheos

Fordham Universitylescribesit-
selfa s Aibot h Cat hc

J. Patrick Hornbeck, right,
with husband, Patrick Bergquist

unions are now the law of the nant
Professor Hornbeck has the sama-
stitutional right to marriage as
Americans. 0
Fordhamés resp
marriage has been attacked in anr

identity, and invokes Catholic doctr
in other areas, including prohibiting
distribution of birth control.

AAs an institu
Jesuit tradition, Fordham Univers
follows Church teachings on repraz

Vol. 35, No. 2

Uni versity Wi shes

tive issues, & e stbi
denthandbook

ADi stribution
contraceptive devices and/or birthneo
trol, in any form, is prohibited or
Fordham University property and ¢
Universitysponsoredee nt s . 0

The New York Archdiocese dic
not immediately respond to a reque
for comment on Fc
Hor nbeckds
beck nor his husband could be react
for comment.

Hornbeck6s man-ri
troversies in several archdege
around the country where gay and-le
bian teachers at Catholic-K2 schools
have been fired after marrying the
samesex partners. The most rece
firing to make national news was at tf
Waldron Mercy Academy just outsid
Philadelphia, where the arclodese
will host a large family summit in $e
tember that is scheduled to include
visit by Pope Francis.

The Academy notified parents ¢
the end of the school year that it wi
not renewing the contract of its lgn
time director of religious educatior
Margie Winters, because of her ma
riage to Andrea Vettori. Vettori
pealed directly to the pope to interce:
in alettermadepublicon July 1. +

Gay-Friendly Catholic
Colleges and Universities

Below is a list of known gafriendly Catholic colleges and universities, that is, those Catholic institutitat have some tyjpé

gaylesbian student group, support group, ally group, etc. If you are awsweloh college that is knownaslcoming to gay/lesbiar

people, please let us know.

Alabama
Mobile: Spring Hill College

California

Belmont Notre Dame de Namur
University

Goleta St. Mark's University

Los AngelesLoyola Marymount University,
Mount Saint Mary's College

Moraga St. Mary's College

Oakland Holy Names University

Ranchos Palos VerdMarymount College

San DiegoUniversity of San Diego

San FranciscoUniversity of
San Francisco

Santa ClaraSanta Clara University

Colorado
Denver Regis University

Connecticut

Fairfield: Fairfield University, Sacred Heart
University

New HavenAlbertus Magnus College

West Hartford Saint Joseph College

District of Columbia
Georgetown University, Tmity University

Florida
Miami GardensSt. Thomas University
Miami ShoresBarry University

Hawaii
Honolulu Chaminade University

lllinois

Chicaga DePaul University, Loyola Un
versity, St. Xavier University

Joliet University of St. Francis

River Forest Dominican University in i
nois

RomeovilleLewis University

Indiana
Notre DameHoly Cross College, St. Mary's

College, Univ. of Notre Dame

lowa
Davenport St. Ambrose University
Dubuque Loras College

Kentucky
Louisville Spalding University,
Bellarmine University

Louisiana
New OrleansLoyola University

Maryland

Baltimore Notre Dame of Maryland
University, Loyola University
of Maryland

Massachusetts

Boston Emmanuel College,

Chestnut Hill Boston College

ChicopeeElms College

Easton Stonehill College

North AndoverMerrimack College

WestonRegis College

Worcester Assumption College,
College of the Holy Cross

Michigan
Detroit: University of Detroit Mercy
Grand RapidsAquinas College

Minnesota
Collegeville St. John's University
Duluth: College of St. Scholastica
Minneapolis College of St. Catherine
St. JosephCollege of Saint Benedict
St. Paul St. Thomas University
Winona St. Mary's University

of Minnesota

Missouri

KansasCity: Avila University, Rockhurst
University

St. Louis Fontbonne University, St. Louis
University

Montana
Helena Carroll College

Nebraska
Omabha Creighton University

New Hampshire
ManchesterSt. Anselm College
NashuaRivier College

New Jersey

Caldwelt Caldwell College
Jersey CitySt. Peter's College
South OrangeSeton Hall

New York
Albany: College of Saint Rose
Brooklyn and Patchogue
St. Joseph College
Bronx Fordham University,
Manhattan College
Buffala Canisius Cottge
Loudonville Sienna College
New RochelleCollege of New Rochelle,
lona College
PoughkeepsieMarist College
Riverdale College of Mount St. Vincent
RochesterSt. John Fisher College
St. BonaventureSt. Bonaventure
University
Sparkill: St. Thomas Aquinas College
SyracuseLeMoyne College
QueensSt. John's University

Ohio

Cincinnati Xavier University

Cleveland HeightsJohn Carroll
University

Daytort University of Dayton
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Indian cardinal urges fellow bishops to meet LGBT people

(Continued from page 1)

much by their sioerity, wanting to

help the Church, generositys this

specific to them or just because thi
happen to be who they ar&?o I

generalize. But all | have met have
been good people, wanting to dedice
themselves to work for  the
Church.Wh en | say #@if

I me an Afor e
Churchés chari [

DeBernardo: Let ds t
synod. Do you think there is going tc
be any progress made on lesbian &
gay issues this year?

Gracias. | can see there is a grei
hesitation from the synod fathets
really touch thigopic. Therefore, |
can see that the synod will probab
say that we must receive them in jpast
ral care. Full stop.Something very
gentl e and | i mite
be able to say verynuch more speti
ic on this.

DeBernardo. Do you think it
would be possible for the synod t
make a statement about criminalizatic
since that is happening around tl
globe?

Gracias. | feel clear about it anc
strongly about it.One of the criticisms
of the synod is that it is too Euro
centric, ad we are carefully looking
intothat. 1 t 6s di fficu
start shifting ¥h
ing this because | know that Africa i
very sensitive about this topid. h e r
very clearly a North American
European stance on this topi¢dow
we as a Church, as the univers
Church, can take something on boal

is something that we have to consi
That is really key.

DeBernardo. How about Ia-
guage?Ther ebds been

bishops are proposing getting rid
wor ds [

k e dn diiesv

e t

Cardinal Oswald Gracis with Pope Francis

relation to LGBT people?

Gracias. It should be done gent
l 6m gl ad you br ¢
there would be an acceptance of sa
AiLet 6s use gent
j udgement alThel respoug
to this view ist’
| personally feel that it would help
to have a more clear, objective viev
this matter.

DeBernardo. Would it have bee
helpful to the bishops for leshian
gay people, couples, to speak to
synod the way married couples h
spoken?

Gracias. Personally, | would ha

€ thought it would have been an effr

ment. | would have been happy to t
them, and | think that it would help
the synod fathers to understand. | tl
most have never had direct contac
discussion. | have a feeling abo

that. For t hem, it o

opinion, but you eal | vy d
down to the personWhen you reall
see a person,y@peak to a person, &
understand the anxiety. | often th
about what Our L
thatcircumstances: sympatta
ic, understanding.
The whole thin
about the origin of se
ual orientation has n
been studied H
depth. Some say th
i t 6s alseehha
it is not a choice f
many peopl
fair to say it is. In tha
sense, we are not of

enough.

DeBernardo: In my
ministry with LGBT people, | meet
lot of LGBT people who are thinkil
of leaving the Church or finding it fd
ficult to stay in the Church.Wha
would you say to them?

Gracias | would say the Chur
embraces you, wants you, and
Chuch needs you.You are not som
one who is a burden to !
Church. The Church needs you. Y
are part of us.
wedd | ike to sé\M
are struggling to see how to help
more with pastoral care

| 6d al so getadscor
a g e dt.the last synod there was j
one official intervention on this top
in group discussions it would come
much more. This time there were a
more. So, | would say to[LGBT pe
ple], A Ho | dlt iocertainly not th
end. We aratill in the process, and
will find a way.

DeBernardo: What advice would
you give other bishops who may k
opposed to any changes on LGBTope
ple?

Gracias. | would say to the bishop:
to meet with peopleT hat 6 s i
Meet with people. That wouldelp u$
and me alsoto see flesh and blood
that this is not an academic proble
but areal probleml t 6 s n onb-
ic case where you
B e g u aThare afe.s@ many ram
fications.

| would say to them that the Churc
is an allembracing mother. The
Church is mother and teacheiThe
mother does not send her childre
away, no matter what.

DeBernardo: You gave me a chill
when you said that last sentence. It w
beautiful. In the. U.S. Church one o
the biggest groups that pushes foe
rights of LGBT people are the mothe
and the fathers.We say they are ¢
bridge because they are very dedica
to the Church and very dedicated
their children.

Gracias The parents suffer a lot
but they understand their childreiso

we c &en Iegalistic. We cannot
change church teaching or dlo
trine. 1 6m not sur e

word. We have to continuously stud

ourselves: Scripture, morality, canor

law to see what we could do.
DeBernardo. Thank you for your

an

time.l 6 m surwerypusyu ar e
Gracias. When we first started, |
said AWhy are we
three we@aw,s ?0 6 m
AThree weeks +i s not

Is Pope Francis a transgender-friendly pope?

(Continued from page 1)

change as part of a wider failure by
humankind to respect itobily nature.
However, as respected blogge
theCatholic Transgender, argues
6gender theorybo
connected, except in the most tamge
tial fashion to being transgender.
This view is supported by Barltrop
He suggests the target for tleo p €
concern is the notion of gender to |
found in Queer Theory and the ri
ings of Michel Foucault, as well a
radical feminism, that sees gender
totally constructed and constructible.
So while it is likely to impinge to
some degree on those segrseoft the
trans community that define tme
selves in more gender fluid terms, it
certainly not the out and out attack ¢

transgender it has been represented as. Church

Or as explainedh Il Post anltalian
magazinethe real issués not the trans
community, but feminist thinkers, suc
as Judith Butler.

Does it matter if the press gets

wrong? Unfortunately yes. And tl
year it could matter more than most

This autumn, bishops of the wa
assemble once more, as they did a
ago, at Rome for part two of the syl
on the family. On the agenda will
di scussion of tr
the LGBTI community.

There will not be any grand aw
turning of centuries of disapproval. |
it is likely, as liberals hope, and rt
servaties fear, that there will be ags
nificantly more open attitude. A
once out of the box, it will be hard
put such positivity away again.

Barltrop told
and trans people are going to me
variety of attitudes from priests and
people, ranging from warm support
suspicion.

60But t he of fic
is clear: homosexual
transgendered people are not only t
respected but made to feel welcom
the Church and accompanied as
journey, along with everyone s&, t(
be more like Christ who radiates he
ing but love.

For more

news and analysis on gender identity
issues in the Catholic Church,

visit Bondings 2.0 at

www.NewWaysMinistryBlog.wordpress.com

and select the

60Transgender 6 c

o1l f pries
teaching séoudly, as wel
as engaging with the
congregations and read
the newsppers, then it |
less likely that reports
the LGBT press that tl
Catholic Church diga
proves of transgenderi:

L +will hec Hiulfilling
@ tp%bgpawee% y. 0

In other words, we should be ear
ful what we write. The press is nc
entirely neutral observer to the new
but active participant in it.

A quick Google of the timeline for
this issue suggestthat many of the
pieces appearing in the wider pres
including influential rightwing and

antitrans outlets such as CNN ar
evangelical Catholic publicationspa
pear to follow directly on from scart

stories appearing in the LGBTI media.

The bottom line If we are too .-
thusiastic in claiming that the Churc
is against us, wenay yet succeed ir
making it so. +

"Insofar as the Church

were to be involved in any

individual’s d
transition, it w

ion to
d counsel

caution, because this is not a
step to take lightly: but it
should be fully supportive

of individuals who have

made that decision.”

-Monsignor Keith Baritrop

QB New Ways Ministry

www.newwaysministryblog wordpress.com
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Gay Former Student Of Pope Francis Detalls
Pope-Initiated Meeting During U.S. Visit

(Continued from page 3)

Washington.

Late on Friday, the Vatican ©e
firmed t he Yaye &massiy
a former Argentine student of Pog
Francis, who had already met oth
times in the past with the pope, ask
to present his mother and sevel
friends to the P
stay i n Washingt
Lombardi, the Vatican spokesn, said
in a statement.

AfAs noted in th
pastor, has maintained many persol
relationships with people in a spirit ¢
kindness, wel c ome
statement added.

Earlier on Friday, the Vatican sai
that Archbishop Vigano hadrranged
t he popeobs meet. i
including the one with Ms. Davis.

The news of the meeting with Ms
Davis was disclosed late Tuesday nig
by Ms . Davi so6s I
Staver, at the same time it was report
on the website of Inside the tizan, a
conservative publication edited by &
American who has covered the Vatic:
for years.

For nearly eight hours, Vatican off
cials refused to confirm or deny th:
the meeting had occurred, before fina
ly confirming it on Wednesday afte
noon.

For Frartis, the timing of the Davis
controversy is not ideal. Beginnin
Sunday the Vatican is staging a critic
threeweek meeting of bishops an
laypeople to discuss whether tocte
ommend changing their approach
contemporary issues related to thefa
ily, like gay couples, single parents «
whether divorced and remarried Gath
lics who have not obtained annulmer
should be allowed to receive commu
ion.

That meeting, known as a syno
could become a showdown betwes
liberals and conservatives. Francis h
spentnearly two years trying to grad
ally build consensus and has repeate
stated his desire for a more welcomin
merciful outreachd even as he ha
not signaled any willingness to chanc
church doctrine.

News of his meeting with Ms. Davi
buoyed Christian anservatives, wha
had been dismayed that the pope, in
emphasis on the poor, barely mre
tioned issues like abortion and hom
sexuality during his visit to Washin
ton, New York and Philadelphia. |
also puzzled and angered more libe
observers.

It also kd observers of the Vatica
to speculate about whether the encou
ter with Ms. Davis was a signal offsu
port for her cause. Francis has e@ph
sized that he strongly believes inneo
scientious objection as a human right
position he reaffirmed on his plande
home.

On Friday, the Vatican appeared

be distancing it:
camp. Fat her Lon
said that the bmi
ued to provoke comments and discu
sion, 0 and thatih
fication #fAi butedo ah

objective understanding of what rtra
spired. o

The Vati canos S

reactions on both sides of the Atlantic.

In a phone interview on Friday, Mr
Staver said the meeting had been cal

by the Vatican.
AThi s was a prtedv
by the Vatican, o

contacts were Vatican officials in th
United States. And | was informed tr
request came directly from the rpo
ti ff. o

Mr. Staver said the request had cor
on Sept. 14, the day Ms. Davige-r
turned to work after heretease from
jail. Ms. Davis and her husband we
picked up at the Omni Shoreham Hot
in a tan van by private security guart
who spoke lItalian, he said. She hi
been instructed to change her hairst,
so she would not be identified.

Mr. Staver said Ms. Das was hot
among a large group of people meeti
the pope. She saw no one else waiti
to see the pope and no one else ¢

her . AJust think
line, there is no way this could hav
been kept secret

But at the Vatican on Friday, ¢
spokesman, the Rev. Thomas Rosii
said the invitation had been extend

by the n u ndé inat drem
Rome.
iwho brought her

said Father Rosica, who is workin
with the
vance of a mar meeting of bishops
that begins thia-
ture was able to bring in donors, leen
factors. o

Father Rosica said of the controve
Sy A woul d si mj
very compl ex casece
intricacies. Was there an opporityrto
brief the pope on this beforehand?
dondét think dDothese,
are the people yo

Mr. Staver, for his part, said he he

Vati cadids

been briefly introduced to Archbisho
Vigano in April, when he spoke at
large rally in Washigton against
samesex marriage, before theusS
preme Court ruled on the issue.

The Rev. James Martin, editor i
large of the Jesuit magazisenerica
had cautioned in an article this wee
that the pope meets many welishers
on his trips, and that news dfe meé
ing with Ms. Davis had been manip
lated.

Archbishop Vigano is turning 75 ir
January, the age at which bishops mi
submit a formal request to the Vatice
asking for permission to resign. The:
requests are not automatically adeep
ed, and bishops often stay in thep-a
pointments well past age 75. But
Archbishop Vigano is held sponsible
for what is seen as a grave misstep
an important papal trip, he is likely t
be removed at the first respectabfe o
portunity, according to several churc

il was very di s analysts.
pope having been used that way, a ANobody i n t he
that his willingness to be friendly ¢ wants another R&gens
someone was t ur a& e dsinogFadggiolisan askaciate professc

ther Martin said in an interview or
Friday. i Wh a ly hawea
prevented them from issuing a stat
ment was the desire not to give th
story too much air. But what the
evantually came to realize was the
they needed to correct some gross-mi
representations of what had happen:

of theology and director of the Institut

for Catholicism and Citizenship at th
University of St. Thomas in St. Pau

He was referring to the backlash aft
Pope Benedict X§&I, F
sor, gave a speech in Regensbu
Gemany, that appeared to denigra

Islam.

It shows that Pope Francis meith AThis was not &s se
many people on the trip, and that sl  burg, when Benedict read his ow
was simply another person whot speech, 06 Dr. Fag
tried to be kind tome@ting attended
Father Rosicabs the pope has to be able to rely on t
square with that account. own system, and in this case thes-sy
Asked on Friday if the Vatican pres  tem failed him. The question is, was
office had been unaware that MsaD a mistake, or was it done with ful
vis had met the pope, th@r Rosica knowl edge of how t ox
sai d: iNo, but | The meeting with Ms. Davis wa:
beemeavarea of thé fuli impact bf ith aclearly a misstep, Dr. Faggioli saic
meeting. It is very difficult sometime: fAbecause the whol
w avieek g/ou dare IdoRingeat tHings di St ates he very c
America from her e. a@ive the impression that he was beit
A receptionist who answered th pol i ticized by any s
phone at the Vatican Embassy He added, AANnd

Washingtono n
cio does not deny that the meeting to
place, but would not make any furthi
comment . 0O

She said the embassy did not have

Friday rs ai mast polilideed thing that you cal

i magithe. 0

u ownrsmokegmam, and thdt 0o otimes-efft .

cials there would comment.

Pope Francis greeting Yayo Grassi, left, and his partner lwan
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Synod Final Report: Not Much Is Said, But A Lot Has Changed

Bondings 2.0
NewWaysMinistryBlog.wordpress.com
October 24, 2015

The following is a statement ¢
Francis DeBernardo, New Ways Mi
i strybés Executfinale
repor-t of the Vat
riage and the Family:

While the final report of the Vat
canbés Synod on th
much in regard to LGBT issues, i
fact, a great deal has changed in reg
to the dscussion on these topics at tt
highest levels of the Church.

I n paragraph 76
report focused its discussion of hom
sexuality solely on families with lesb
an and gay members in therfihis is a
step in the right direction, but it mus
na be the last step.The other e-
markg disapproving of samgender
marriages, and connecting internatior
financial aid to marriage equalit
laws have been stated before and ¢
not surprising in this context, howeve
it is disappointing to see them repe
ed.

Most disappointing are the refe
ences in
0 g y Thé remarks show that the Ibis
ops do not understand the transgen:
experience or how people experien
their gender identity, which is oftel
received as a spiritual, lHgiving re\e-
lation. More education in this area
needed in the church, particularly fc
our bishops.

The reference in paragraph 65 th
adopted children should be raised by
mother and a father is also disappein
ing. This statement denigrates tf
many heoic sacrifices made by lesbia
and gay couples raising childrem-u
wanted by others, as well as the ma
single parent households raising l¢hi
dren, often under very stressfuloec
nomic and social conditions.

Helping to heal family divisions
that exist becaws of lack of unde
standing of homosexuality or ign
rance of Catholic teaching respectir
the human dignity of lesbian and ge
people is an important and needed-mi
istry, especially in countries wher
awareness levels are low. In the Unit
States, ministrywith families such as
these has been a great, shining hope
LGBT equality, as parents and famil
members advocate for including the
loved ones in the Church.

Last year és syn
for greater discussion of LGBT issue
in the Church. While the discussion
was not as explicit this year, we saw
variety of interesting specific proposa
that could eventually have a positiv
ef fect on the
try with LGBT people: a transfo-
mation of Church language which hz
been offensig, harmful, and inace
rate; the need for local bishops to |
allowed to respond more pastoral

paragrhph

Chur

given the unique attitudes and practic
of their communities;the desire for
the Church to be more of a listenin
presence and accompanying friel
instead ofa disciplinarian rule giver.
We heard bishops willing to spea
up for lesbian and gay people, indiu

ing an apology from the Germba

speaking bishops for the harm th
Church. We heard bishops say th:
pastoral ministry must go forware+
gardless of whethea per smn
ions and |ife col
teaching. We heard bishops say th:
the road has been paved for a bet
discussion of these issues in the futur

Even though this synod did nc
achieve a stronger statement of LGE
acceptance, the mement for a more
inclusive and equal Church for LGB’

members can take hope from this mee

ing because the discussion has mov
forward and weobvi
number of bishops see the need for tl
discussion to continue into the future.

We are heaened by the proposa
coming from one of the English spea
ing groups, and also Belgian Bishc
Johan Bonny, for a totally separa

synod in the future on LGBTSsi e o

sues. Such an endeavor would n¢
only give the time and focus needed
look at the myriad queshs involved
including questions of gender identit
absent entirely from this synbdbut
also to hear, firshand, from LGBT
people themselves, their families, at
pastoral ministers.

The bishops at this synod said th
want a church that is a listenin
church. In 1997, the U.S. bishops, i
their pastoral letteAlways Our CHi
dren, on families with lesbian and ga
members, advised pastoral ministe
AStrive f ilfrbishopstpa
toral ministers, and all Catholics wil
follow this sound, pasral advice, they
can transform the church into a lwe
coming and inclusive community fo
all, including our LGBT brothers ant
sisters.

While the final report of the Vat
canbés Synod on th
much in regard to LGBT issues, i
fact, a greatleal has changed in regal
to the discussion on these topics at 1
highest levels of the Church.

I n paragraph 76
report focused its discussion of hom
sexuality solely on families with lesb
an and gay members in thefhis is a
step inthe right direction, but it mus
not be the last stepThe other e-
marks disapproving of samgender
marriages, and connecting internatior
financial aid to marriage equalit
laws have been stated before and ¢

not surprising in this context, howeven i

it is disappointing to see them repea
ed.

Most disappointing are the refe
ences in
0 g y Thé remarks show that the Ibis

paragrhph

Bishops gathered in the Synod Hall
credit: Francis DeBernardo

ops do not understand the transgen
experience or how people experien
their gender identity, which is efih

received as a spiritual, lHgiving reve-

lation. More education in this area

needed in the church, particularly fc
our bishops.

The reference in paragraph 65 th
adopted children should be raised by
mother and a father is also disappein
ing. This statement denigrates tf
many heroic sacrifices made by lesbi
and gay couples raising childrem-u
wanted by others, as well as the ma
single parent households raising l€hi
dren, often under very stressfuloec
nomic and social conditions.

Helping to healfamily divisions
that exist because of lack of umde
standing of homosexuality or ign
rance of Catholic teaching respectir
the human dignity of lesbhian and ge
people is an important and needeami
istry, especially in countries wher
awareness levels al@w. In the United
States, ministry with families such &
these has been a great, shining hope
LGBT equality, as parents and famil
members advocate for including the
loved ones in the Church.

Last yeardéds syn
for greater discussionf LGBT issues
in the Church. While the discussion
was not as explicit this year, we saw
variety of interesting specific proposa
that could eventually have a positiv
ef fect on the
try with LGBT people: a transfo-
mation of Chuch language which ha:
been offensive, harmful, and inaec
rate; the need for local bishops to |
allowed to respond more pastoral
given the unique attitudes and practic
of their communities;the desire for
the Church to be more of a listenir
presence and accompanying frienc
instead of a disciplinarian rule giver.

Chur

We heard bishops willing to spea
up for lesbhian and gay people, indiu
ing an apology from the Germa
speaking bishops for the harm th
Church. We heard bishops say th:
pastoral ministry mst go forward e-
gardl ess of
ions and life co
teaching. We heard bishops say th:
the road has been paved for a bet
discussion of these issues in the futur

Even though this synod did nc
achieve a strongetatement of LGBT
acceptance, the movement for a mc
inclusive and equal Church for LGB
members can take hope from this tree
ing because the discussion has mov
forward and wedvi
number of bishops see the need for tl
discussion to cdmue into the future.

We are heartened by the propos
coming from one of the English spea
ing groups, and also Belgian Bishc
Johan Bonny, for a totally separa
synod in the future on LGBT si
sues. Such an endeavor would n¢
only give the time and focuseeded to
look at the myriad questions involvied
including questions of gender identit
absent entirely from this synbdobut
also to hear, firshand, from LGBT
people themselves, their families, at
pastoral ministers.

The bishops at this synod said th
want a church that is a listenin
church. In 1997, the U.S. bishops, il

their pastoral letteAlways Our CHi n i

dren on families with lesbian and ga
members, advised pastoral ministel
AStrive filfrbishopstpa
toral ministers, and all @aolics will
follow this sound, pastoral advice, the
can transform the church into a Iwe
coming and inclusive community fo
all, including our LGBT brothers ant
sisters:+

New Ways

To read his daily reports and analysis, including exclusive interviews with bishop participants, please visit:

LIVE FROM ROME!

Mi ni stryos

Synod on the Family from Rome.

newwaysministryblog.wordpress.com/category/synod-2015/

Franci s

whet her

S
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Hundreds shut out of sole session on gay people
at World Meeting of Families

By Kimberley Winston
Religion News Service
September 25, 2015

Homosexuality was such a roe
bustibletopiac at théNorld Meeting
of Families a fourday Catholic gdt-
eringunder way here, that i
wasdoused twice.

First, Philadelphia Archbishof
Charles Chaput earlier thi.
monthbarred LGBT Catholics from
holding a workshop at a Catholicrpa
ish near the evenlt moved to a local
United Methodist Church instea
andis operating simultaneously but
with vastly smaller numbers than th
17,000 people on hand for the ma
event at the Pennsylvania Conventi
Center.

Then, just as the single session
homosexuality at this Vatican
approved meeting of Catholic familie
was tobegin on Thursday afternool
(Sept. 24), a conference official too
the stage in the main hall, capable
seating at least 10,000, and announc
the location had been moved.

Thousands of people got up ar
made their way up one floor to ahet
er room capalal of seating only abou
1,000. Hundreds of others were turni
away, the doors shut on them byneo
vention center officials citing fire
code regulations.

Inside the session, it was standit
room only, with some people sittin
on the floors and in the aisleall
were silent afkon Belgau, the sole
openly gay man allowed to make a
presentation here took the mico-
phone and, with his mother Beverle
describechow hef ol | ows i- a
ti onal Christian
homosexual activity is sinful.

fi S o maoplephave described m
as the official face of gay celibat
Catholics, o Bel g.
small podium at the front of the room

ABut the | ast t
session is people looking at me. Eve
parish has gay kids, every family he

a menmber suffering with samse)
attraction. | hope that when you ret
to your parishes you will be able
accompany them in whatever gir
gles they face
the stigma of samsex attraction.

At that, the crowd broke intopa
plaused somehing they did multipl
times throughout the session. T
seemed especia

of communications fo€all to Action,
one of the groups in Equally Blessed.

Hoffmann was there with severe
members of Equally Blessed. H
characterized Ron
ance as i generamtL
fificourageous. 0

But he addedii The fr us
t hat he didnodt xs

pressions of love LGBT Catholics an
their families ex

Still, he said, the fact that so mar
were turned away is a positive sign.

BfieTl hgiasu 6 js u e dhe fisepabaad
people want to talk about LGB1
Catholics and their relationship witl
the Catholic Chur
+

absorbed when B¢

gaubs m o-
erley, took the pad
um and describe
her S onmng
out at ac
worst day of m
life. o
fiYou ma
the fact that he
celibate maks m
life easier, and |
some way
she said.
attracted to the sar
sex and phlicly
celibate in a sexuk
ly free society is n
easy roac
World Meeting
of Families orgaiz-
ers were not imm
diately available t
answers questio
about the |las
minute move to @

other room.

But for member
of Equally Blesseg
a coalition of seve
al groups supportiy
of LGBT Catholic!
whot area ot cel
bate, the move wi
an echo of the ear

er rebuffs. Salvador, and her mother, Vilma who were among the speakersatNew Way s Mi ni
~ AiWe ar g daylong workshop on gender identity issues from a Catholic context on September 26,
ing to understar 2015duringPope Francisd visit to the U.S. The

and give them
benefit of  thi
doubt , dRyar
Hoffmann, directc

Catholics Welcome Pope to Philly
with Gender Identity Workshop

Sr. Jeannine Gramick introduces Nicole Santamaria, right, an intersex woman from El

Vatican-sponsored World Meeting of Families at
the Arch Street Methodist Church.

Vatican fires gay priest on eve of synod on the family

By Nicole Winfield
CruxNow.com
October 3, 2015

The Vatican on Saturday fired
monsignor who came out as gay on t
eve of a big mee
bishops to discuss Church outreach
gays, divorcees, and more tradition
Catholicfamilies.

The Vatican took action afte
Krzysztof Charamsa, a miével offi-
cial in its doctrine office, came out il
newspaper interviews in Italy andP
land saying he was happy and proud
be a gay priest, and that he was in lo
with a man whom he ideified as his
boyfriend.

AThe decision t-o
ed statement on the eve of the openi
of the synod appears very serious a
irresponsible, since it aims to subje
the synod assembly to undue mec
pressure, 0 the Vi
Rev. Feddco Lombardi, said in a
statement.

As a result, Charamsa can no long
work at the Vatican or its pontifica
universities, Lombardi said. Despit
his dismissal, Charamsa remains
priest, although Lombardi hinted th:
his superiors could take further ati

Charamsa, 43, initially planned
press conference in front of the offic
of t h e Oorgtegatioafor the
Doctrine of the Faith, but moved it to
central Rome after the Vatican actio
He was joined by his companion, ide
tified only as Eduard.

Chaamsa told reporters that thenti
ing of his disclosure was not related
the bishops meeting on the family, b
said he hoped it
voiced to the syt
adarkse havutieh Charch pcani et
minister to the gay faithful.

fi came out. Thi
difficult, and tough decision in the
Catholic Churchos
Charamsa said, and asked people
bear this in mind.

He said he has written a book inlite

i an and Polish #t¢
ence itofall thbse who want tc
confront me. O

Charamsa told the Polish dail
Gazeta Wyborczthat he was motita
ed to make his sexual orientationbpu
lic by hate mail that he received aft:
publicly criticizing a rightwing Polish
priest who is strongly antiay in the
Catholic weeklyTygodnik Powszée
ny.
fi have to say v
priest. | am a happy and proud g:
pri est Gazetd\Wybdrcea d

iDo not apologi z
he said in comments meant for tt
LGBT communi ty,
full members of the community, and i
the case of the baptized, of the Churc
[ Youbdbre part of a
and the Church dc
right to deny your right to love and ge
married. o

He also called for all gay Catholic
iper secubhed Chyr ct
Afor their di gnit

ness. 0

In the past 30 months, Francis h
defrocked more than one priest, n
because they were gay, but because
their outspoken defense of gay ma
riage.

One such case is Australian Gre
Reynolds, founder of the breakawa
church Inclusive Catholics, whoe+
ceived a letter of excommunicatio
signed by the pontiff in Septembe
2013.

Vatican observers said it likelyh@-
ramsa was removed from the CDF n
because he is gay, but because
broke his vowof celibacy and is aav
cating a position that is contrary t
Church teaching.

For example, the Rev. Robe
Piersonis an openly gay priestho
ministers to gays and lesbians.

He remains a priest, but for ho
long is up to his bishop-

per

ch,

eve



