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Cardinal Newman iIs set to become Brit ain’s newest saint

First he must be exhumed from the grave he shares with another man - the greatest love of his life

By Geoffrey Wansell only be disinterred, but opened so that ‘rewith all my heart, to be buried in Fatherogia Pro Mta Sua- which contains a defence
Daily Mail — United Kingdom ics’ from Newmars body which may be Ambrose $Johns grave... | give this as myof Newmans sensitive view of ‘masculinity’.
August 29, 2008 bones from his fingers or fragments of clottast, my imperative will.’ Cardinal Newman pictured in his study
from his priestly vestments, may be taken in  And for the past 18 years, that is ex- chapel at the Birmingham Oratory in 1889
The precise time and details are still arder to distribute and display in other Cathoactly how it has been, with the two men’ The softly spoken Newman was also at-
closely guarded secret, but the plans are die churches. But tha’not what provoking bodies sharing the one simple grave. Nowacked by other T9century contemporaries
ready well under wayAt some stage - possi- such outrage. though, if the Roman Catholic church getor a ‘lack of virility’ and a ‘feminine nature’,
bly before the end of the No, what ofends its way the two men will be separated forand in 1933 author Geody Faber portrayed

many campaigners is eternity in what some protesters have claimddm as a homosexual - ‘with feminine char
that this process of ex- is an act that amounts to blatant homophobégteristics’.
humation will take place persecution. Newman had several friendships with
contrary to the explicit On SundayPetefTatchell, the gay rights women, but none of them could be regarded
wishes of Newman him- campaignemwaded into the debate, claimingas closeAnd there is no real evidence that
self, whose dying wish ‘The Vaticans decision to move Cardinalhe ever consummated a heterosexual union -
was to be buried in the Newmans$ body from quite the reverse.
simple grave at Rednal its resting place is an act [ e From the age of 15
- alongside the body of of grave robbery and re- [ he was convinced it was
his lifelong friend, Fa- ligious desecration. ' the will of God that he
therAmbrose $John. ‘It violates should lead a single life.
For more than three Newman$ repeated While he was an under
decades, the two menwish to be buried for graduate, and later a
were inseparable - liv- eternity with his life- priest in Oxford, he
ing almost as a married long partneAmbrose $ taught that celibagyor
couple - in what many John. Its a shameful, the priesthood, was ‘a
now believe to have dishonourable betrayal high state of life, to
been a homosexual re-of Cardinal Newman by which the multitude of

year - a small party of
priests, gravediggers and ™
officials from theVatican
will arrive at the small
cemetery at Rednal, neal
Birmingham, to conduct
their sombre business.
There they will
make their way to a head
stone bearing the Latin &
inscription'Ex umbris et |
imaginibus in veritatem
- ‘out of shadows and
phantasms into the truth’,
which marks the resting
place of theVenerable
John Henry Cardinal
Newman, the revered

Catholic priest, thinker lationship. the gay-hating Catholic men cannot aspire’.

and writer who died in Just how close the Church.’ Few denyhowevey

1890.And then they will John Henry Newman two men were can be His agument has that his deepest emo-

start digging. judged from Newmas’ been bolstered by a re- tional relationships were
For in a decision that has provoked corstatement shortly after Fatherd®hns death cent poll in the Church with young men who be-

troversy in the Catholic church and beyondn 1875. Times newspaper came his disciples, in-

cluding the flamboyant
Richard Hurrell Froude,

Cardinal Newman is due to be exhumed and He declared: ‘I have always thought navhich found that 80 per
his body moved to a far grander sarcophagisgreavement was equal to that of a huslsan@’ent of respondents

Ambrose S t. John

inside Birmingham Oratory as part of the fi-or a wifes, but | feel it dificult to believe were opposed to Newman’ who died in 1836, and
nal preparations before the London-borthat anyones sorrow can be greater tharexhumation. Ambrose $ John, who
priest is beatified by Pope Benedict - a pranine.’ But the Catholic church is insistent thdived with Newman from 1843 until his death.

cess that will set him on course to become Subsequentlythe Cardinal repeated onmove is part of the standard process in prepa- What undoubtedly made matters more
the first English saint for more than four deno fewer than three occasions his firm desit@tion for beatification, and has nothing t@wkward for Newman was that the other most
cades. to be buried with his friend. do with Newmars private life. significant 19th century English churchman,
By any reckoning, it will be asomewhat ~ He wrote the following just weeks be- ~ They accuse the gay rights lobby of hiCardinal Henry Edward Manning, embodied
macabre proces¥he cofin itself will not fore his death in the summer of 1890. ‘I wishjacking the debate to suit their own agendéhe very antithesis of Newmarcharacter and
Austen Ivereigh, former adviser to Cardinaputlook.
Cormac Murphy-O’Conngrhead of the Although Manning was similarly a con-
Catholic Church in England antlales, told vert fromAnglicanism, who ascended to the
BBC's Radio 4 Sunday programme at thBeights of the Catholic Churchhierarchy
weekend: ‘I dort'think anyone disputes thathe delighted in the outdoors and championed
e Cardinal Newman lovedimbrose $John... the working man.
But it is simply wrong to read back from  There were certainly no doubts oves
todays categories into théictorian periods sexuality - Manning became a priest after his
when these very intense, passionate, but tife’s death, quite unlike the bookish

tally celibate relationships among theglo- Newman who remained forever cloistered in
“ A ‘ Catholic community were very common.’ an all-male world.
p { ' But the very act of exhumation - andthe ~ Ultimately, the precise nature of

- ’ ‘ removal of Newmais'body from his friend’ Newmans close relationship witht Sohn is
; ' side - will add fuel to the controversy oveimpossible to prove one way or the other
v the role of homosexuality in both tAagli- though many see the inscription above their
( can and Roman Catholic Church. shared resting place - ‘out of shadows and
A "1 So what is the truth about Newmani@s phantasms into the truth’ - as a posthumous
he gayor were his close friendships with malécoming out’.
; colleagues simply deep friendships of anin-  In an ideal world, of course, it shouldn’
- ; nocent nature distorted through the prism dghatter either wayrhe controversy should not
' time? be allowed to diminish Newmagreat con-
Born in London in 1801, the son of atribution to the Catholic Church in this coun-
baker Newman was ordained into thagli-  try.
can Churchin 1823, but converted to Catholi-  British Christians of all denominations
cism in 1844 and went on to found the firsshould be proud that he is set to be beatified.

Gay Right s Pioneer V isits New Ways Ministry English Oratory in Birmingham, as well as3y December this yeaPope Benedict XV -

. . } establishing what is now known as Univera keen supporter of Newmaniork and be-
Frank Kame_nyone of the pioneers of the gay rights movement in the US, stof pegity College, Dublin. liefs - is expected to confirm that a miracle

by NewWays Mlnlstr_y for lunch this past summand posed at the front door with Subsequentlyhe became a figureheadcan be attributed to Newman.

staf members Francis DeBerr_1ardo_ and M_atthew Myers. o _ for all Catholic converts everywhere andwas ~ This represents the first formal step to-
In 1957, DrKameny who lives inWashington, DC, was dismissed from his fed- a4e a Cardinal in 1879. wards his beatification, and will mean that

eral government position as an astronomer when it was disclosed that he we gay Even in his own lifetime, though, he will be called the ‘Blessed’ John Henry

began the Mattachine SocietyWashington, and in 1965, he and his supporters pitk- Newmans sexuality attracted controversyNewman.

eted in froqt of theWhlte House_ in flrs_t publlt_: protest against U.S_. government @M-The noyelist and historian Charles Kingsley ~ The miracle in question involves the fate

ployment discriminatiolThe Smithsonian Institution has included his picket sign fram |5 ,nched a famous attack on him in 1864

that event in their standing civil rights exhibit. which provoked Newman to write higio- NEWMAN continued on page 5
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Catherine Pinkerton to offer prayer
at Democratic National Convention

By Sabrina Eaton
Plain Dealer— Cleveland, Ohio
August 19, 2008

An 86-yearold nun from Cleveland who works for awho has really been an inspiration to women everywhere,”
Catholic anti-poverty lobbying group has been selecteddaid spokesmafom Reynolds.
deliver the closing prayers one night during the Democratic “For decades, she has been a national leader and a cham-
National Convention. pion for working families,” Reynolds said. “Catholics across

“I think you have a dierent perspective when you'veOhio should be proud to have one of their own taking center
lived some history says Catherine Pinkerton, a member aftage at this historic event.”
the Cleveland-
based religious
order Congrega-
tion of §. Joseph
who once served
as principal of the
West Side sec-
ondary school it
founded, $ Jo-
sephAcademy

Pinkerton
says that she has
never been an ac-
tivist for either
political party but
that she admires
Barack Obama&
“vision of where

4 )
The text of SiCatherines prayer at the DNC

=

“After this glorious evening with all its blessings ¢
promise, let us raise our hearts and minds in prayer:

O God of wisdom, truth and love,

Let us tonight first acknowledge
that we are already a nation abundantly blesse

We are the beneficiaries of Founders,
people of wisdom and vision,
Who fashioned this government on the principles gnd
unquestionable truths drawn from our faith traditigns;

That all people are created equal, irrespective of face,
color, creed, status, national origin
we stand as a nation That each and all of us are endowed by the Cregtor
and where we stand with certain inalienable rights:

among nations” and agreed to deliver the benediction at| The right to life, libertyand the pursuit of happiness.
request of his campaign. These incomparable blessings of freedom and equality

S

Sr. Catherine Pinkerton,
former board member
of New W ays Ministry

For the past 24 years, Pinkerton has worked for N
work, a national Catholic social-justice lobbyWashing-
ton, D.C., where she works to establish international trg
and investment policies that benefit the Uniteates as well

have drawn people from countless nations acrosg
globe seeking the blessings of liberty and justic
Tonight, gracious God, inspire us all
to call forth and dirm as leaders of this nation,

the

1%

as the developing world.
“We are standing at one of the critical moments of g
history” says Pinkerton, who is still drafting the remarks she but rather open to the challenge

deliver in Denver oiednesdayAug. 27. of discerning and welcoming what is yet to be.

Obamas campaign invited a diverse group of religioul These gifts we ask, God of wisdom, love, and pedce.”
leaders to dér prayers at the convention and asked Pinkert\ )

to be among them because sh&n icon among Catholics

persons of vision, courage, and solid values,
Clearly focused not only on what is,

News from New Ways Ministry

By Francis DeBernardo, Executive Diector

Pope Benedict XVE apostolic visit to the U.S. brought ~ We saw Christ théeacher at our first “Next&ps” week-
with it a whirlwind of media events and opportunities foend in Ossining, NYin May 2008. Several dozen pastoral
NewWays Ministry to speak a positive Catholic message @finisters from all over the northeast came together to teach
justice for lesbian/gay people in the churéfhose hectic and learn from one another as they discerned new ways to
days and weeks surrounding the papal visit kept the Ne@velop their programs for lesbian/gay ministry in their com-
Ways Ministry stafquite busy for several weeks! munities.

The subsiding of all the activity surrounding the pepe’  We saw Christ the miracle-worker at a similar weekend
visit coincided nicely with the name of the ligical season in Littleton, Colorado. On the first night, one participant
that the Church was entering: ordinary time. Now that theentioned that she was eager to be part of the weekend, though
pope and his entourage, the media cameras, and the jousstg-did not think she had the courage to do any thing in her
ists had all gone back to their daily lives, we at N&ays parish. By the end of the weekend, she had a fully thought
Ministry also settled back into the tasks of our regueti- out plan for how to introduce lesbian/gay issues into her
nary program of retreats, workshops, resource developméat;ishs RCIAprogram! She was taking her “next steps” in
and consultation. the miraculous way that Christ walked on water!

But just like the name of the litgical season which We saw Christ in the diversity of charisms represented
stretches from the close of the Easter season until the beghthe joint meeting of the Leadership Conferend&ahen
ning of Advent, our “ordinary time” certainly doesmhean Religious and the Conference of Major Superiors of Men.
“hum-drum.” The Catholic Church defines “ordinary time’New Ways Ministry had an exhibit booth there and we had
as the period of the year that is “devoted to the mysterytbe opportunity to discuss our ministry with many of the lead-
Christ in all its aspects.” NOoWHAT is really far from ordi- ers there. More importantlwe had the opportunity to thank
nary! so many of them for their continued support of lesbian/gay

From our vantage point at Neéways Ministry we do ministry in the Church.
indeed get to see the mystery of Christ in all its asp&es. So, yes, the last few months have been Ordihiang—
saw the healing Christ on the retreat we sponsored in Rachig, that doest’'mean that things have been quige con-
Wisconsin, at the end of May 2008, when 25 leshian/gtigue to feel privileged to be in a position to witness the power
people, parents, and pastoral ministers gathered togetheaftghrist in our world and in our ChurcAnd, we thank you
share in the wisdom of Fnthony Gittins, CSSp, speak aboutor your support that makes our programs possible.

“The Followers of JesuBoday”

Your submissionsequested! If your ganization, parish oreligious com-
munity is doing something togmote dialogue about lesbian/gay issues,
send us a photo and short article to include in the next issBerafings
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LGBT Catholics strive to be more visible

by John Lendman
Windy City Tmes— Chicago cal parishes such ag.<lements
June 18, 2008 Church, & Gertrude Catholic Parish,
Old &. Patricks Church and
LGBT Catholics from various Evanstors S. Nicholas Catholic Par
Chicagoland parishes gathered in prayer argh. gay Catholic, but be-
discussion at Loyola University25 E. The discussion opened with _ ing a priest was no
Pearson, June 14 to share testimonies and ratayer and testimonies from various : . | A longer possible.”
work on how to become more visible in theigay and lesbians Catholics wherq - Speakers dis-
faith-based communities and the Catholithey discussed how they coped wit cussed the history of
Church. coming out. Parents of gay and les | 3 various doctrines is-
“Here In Faith: Creating &Velcoming bian sons and daughters discusse - : i y=x. fiscsapoms s sued by theév/atican
Catholic CommunityThrough Prayer and how they were able to accept thei N RN = over the years critical
Story"—sponsored by Call téction, a na- childrens sexualities before other of the "homosexual
tional Catholic social justice ganization, speakers discussed how they we condition” as a “dis-

gay but that I was not
born a priest,” he
said. “I knew that |
could go on being a

with New Ways Ministry and Dignity Chi- able to find gay-friendly Catholic ) #‘4‘{5 # order” incompatible
cago—seeks to motivate LGBT Catholics angarishes in and around Chicago. ' e with the Catholic
their allies to be more active in the eyes of LindaWesp, who shared her ~ Here in Faith- back row: Michael Cook, John Rash, Julia Pryce, Churcts teachings.
the Church. testimony of realizing she wasa  Debbie Winarski; Middle lef t- Maco Cassett a; front row: Jeannine The participants
“The church belongs to lesbian and gajesbian before entering a Catholic Gramick, Michael Herman, Karen  Allen were able to choose to
people just as much as the church belongsriannery spoke about how her relationship ) ) attend one of four small group lectures led by
anyone,” Sister Jeannine Gramick, cowith God helped her “come out.” rector of Chicago House, said he knew, o costanzo, Sreannine GramicKerry
founder of Newways Ministry said. “With the help of the Holy Spirit, | was thatbeing gay was frowned upon as a Cath@y s johnson and Gloisoods.
Gramick, author oHomosexuality and able to come out to my parents arghalize IC Priest so he keptit to himself throughout 0 150n-Johnson. the director of Faith
the Catholic Churh, has been involved in that God had worked in my life through thd1is career Formation at Old & Patricks Church led a

LGBT pastoral outreach programs sinceift of an amazing relationship,” she said to _S0me people call that denial,” Herman, . 405 discussion about celebrating the
1971. She led a small group session on gaitite evens attendees. said to the crowd, “but | called that ‘becomgift of sexuality as a religious sacrament. He
ing strength with gay and lesbian allies. Michael Herman, a former priest who _
“There needs to be a voice raised on béselped oganize the event, shared his experi- N 2005, after th&/atican released a de,,,;n4 by creating more of a dialog and less
half of lesbian and gay people who have beance entering the priesthood from his institf’€€ condemning the ordaining of homase "0 sition.
so silenced in our church,” SBramick said, tional seminary training to being profiled byS€xual seminaries, Herman stepped down as ¢ you are not welcoming to all people,
“| feel God has asked me to fill this need.” the NewYork Times in 2005 for coming out @ Priest and became outspoken against 136, ;.o not jiving in a fashion that is consis-
More than 70 clggy members and pa- againsiVatican policies. Churchs doctrines in the media. tent with the Gospel,” Nelson-Johnson said,

rishioners participated in the event from lo-  Herman, currently the development di- ‘It really wasnt the viewpoints of the “| get a sense that this ngéng is more a com-

church that changed; it was pus_hing itin ﬂmitment of healing and mutual respect.”
faces of people that was so insulting,” Herman Pat Sabol oivheeling, II. came to “Here

said. . . . . in Faith” because the subject matter of the

He Sa"fl‘ at that E|me It was a it discussions interested him. He said it is im-
str_uggle fo “move on” because he loved hl:?ortant for him to find a way to unite his sexual
priesthood. and spiritual identity

_“It was a hard decision e | told [ my “They are both such intricate parts of my
parish ] that | was born Catholic, | was borﬁfe » Sabol said

iNg a seminarian.. said he enjoyed the tone “Here in Faith” was

Catholic p arish sponsors dialogue
day for p arents

On Sept. 6, 2008, Casey and Mary
Ellen Lopata of RochesteXY, conducted
a workshop attSMatthews Parish, Balti-
more, MD. More than 20 parents, gay-per
sons, and pastoral ministers participated in
a day of presentations, dialogue, and dis-
cussion about pastoral care, moral discern-
ment, and how parents can be prophetic
voices for justice.

Casey and Mary Ellen have worked in
gay/lesbian ministry for more than 12 years.
They are known nationally for their pas-
sionate leadership, innovative workshops,
and research and publications about par
ents and families who have gay sons and
lesbian daughters. Casey and Mary Ellen
founded Fortunate Families, a national or
ganization for Catholic parents of lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)per

Gay advocate criticizes cardinal’ s
remarks before Anglicans

By Tom Robelts and in the Newestament, and therefore that
National Catholic Reporter faithfulness to the Scriptures and to apostolic
August 6, 2008 tradition is at stake.”
The worldwideAnglican communion is

The leader of a group that advocates fdorn over the issue of homosexuality and the
gays and lesbians within the Catholic churcbrdination of homosexuals.
took issue this week with Cardin®alter In the 1970s, said DeBernardo in an in-
Kaspets speech befonglican church lead- terview with NCR, the teaching against ho- §
ers July 31 in which he reasserted the charchhosexual activity was based on natural law
view that homosexual behavior is “disortheory “It wasn't until 1986 that th&/atican
dered.” Casper sought a similar condemnaatroduced scriptural guments to support

tion from theAnglican church. this teaching. So the idea that upholding this A . 4 6. ¥ sons.They are founding members of the
Francis DeBernardo, director of Newteaching is necessary to be faithful to Scrip- t__ = e W& _ " NationalAssociation of Catholic Diocesan
Ways Ministry a group that describes itselfture does not hold true.” ﬁ:\ 7 & T Lesbian and Gay Ministries.

as a “gay-positive ministry of advocacy and  He added that théaticans view would
justice for lesbian and gay Catholics,” saidiphold only “a particular interpretation of .
the cardinal remarks ignored certain elethose texts which supports the Catholic teackoUban church protest S support for gay rlght S

ments of evolution in church thinking on hoing. Many scripture scholars, Catholic and )

mosexuality and the possibility that the thinkProtestant, find that those texts do not reféyssociated Ress

ing might develop further to our contemporary understanding of homalune 25, 2008 daughter of President Raul Castro.

Kasper in his remarks to th&nglican sexuality or to the concept of a loving com- The center also announced this month
bishops, drew attention to an earlier documentitted relationshipThe texts only refer to Cubas Roman Catholic Church dnes- that the health ministry has approved a law
that had been a product of dialogue betweeabusive sexual activity day protested the communist governmenguthorizing government-paid sex changes for
the two denominations “where it was noted  As for the claim of apostolic tradition, growing support of gay rights, including 8 people who have undgme extensive
thatAnglicans agree with Catholics that hohe said that tradition “has been evolving cordaylong event raising awareness against tstudy after requesting the gery.
mosexual activity is disordered, but that wetantly over the centuries, even in regard tmophobia and a law allowing sex-change op- Prejudice against homosexuals remains
might differ in the moral and pastoral advicenomosexuality In an earlier era, he said, theerations. deeply rooted in Cuban socigas in much of
we would ofer to those seeking our coun-<church did not claim, as it now does, that ho-  “Respect for the homosexual persohatin America. But the government has
sel.” mosexual persons “had to be respected bges,” said an editorial in Palabra Nueva, tis¢eadily moved away from the intolerance of

In his speech to the Lambeth Conferenceause of their intrinsic human dignifjhat monthly magazine of thérchdiocese of Ha- the 1960s and 1970s, when homosexuals hid
in England, the once-a-decade gathering @fas an evolution in the tradition.” vana. “Promotion of homosexualjtyo.” their sexuality for fear of being fired from
Anglican leaders, Kaspenead of the pon- If that sort of evolution can occuhe The editorial signed by magazine diresvork or even imprisoned.
tifical council for promoting Christian unity asks, “why cart'it also change in the area oftor Orlando Marquez referred to activities ~Cubas parliament also is studying pro-
also said that the Catholic churshéaching sexual activity in the context of a committecheld May 17 by Cuba’Sex Education Cen-osals to give gay couples the same benefits
on homosexuality “is well founded in the Oldrelationship?” ter, which is directed by Mariela Castroas married couples.
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California churches plan a big push against same-sex marriage

Organizers hope to get 1 million Catholics, Mormons, Jews, Muslims, evangelical Christians,
Sikhs and Hindus to post lawn signs supporting Prop. 8 in unison next month.

By Jessica Garrison Proposition 22, was on the ballot.
LosAngeles imes

August 24, 2008

Early on a late September morning, if alfo Jews, Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus.
goes according to plan, 1 million Mormons,  Organizers say the groups
Catholics, Jews, Muslims, evangelical Christurned to each other because Oh
tians, Sikhs and Hindus will open their doorghe California Supreme Coust’
march down their front walks and plante® ruling in May allowing same-
on Proposition 8” signs in their yards to showex marriages to be performec
they support repealing same-sex marriage if the stateThousands of gay
California. couples have wed in the state

It is a bold idea, one that may befidif since June 17, the first da
cult to pull of. But whether or not 1 million same-sex marriages became Ig
lawn signs are planted in unison, the plagal.
underscores what some observers say is one “This is arising up over a
of the most ambitious interfaith political-or 5,000-yeald institution that
ganizing eforts ever attempted in the stateis being hammered right ngw
Moreover political analysts sayhe alliances said Jim Garlowpastor of Sky-
across religious boundaries could herald neline Church, an evangelical
ways of building coalitions around politicalcongregation in La Mesa. § 4
issues in California. Garlow said that, while he sup-g

“Pan-religious, faith-based political ac-ported Proposition 22, he was
tion strategies . . . | think we are going to seRot nearly as involved as this
alot more of [this] in the future,” said Gastoriime around, when he has
Espinosa, a professor of religious studies 8€lped oganize 3,400-person

Claremont McKenna College. _ _ _
The greatest involvement in the camtions to coordinate campaign sup-

conference calls across denomina- same-sex couple to wed in California on June 16, 2008.

He added that many people of faith, re- To demonstrate that there is significant

Mark Jansson, a Mormon who is a memgardless of their religion, believe that “ifclemgy support for same-sex marriage, the
ber of the Protect Marriage Coalition, said’roposition 8 fails, there is an inevitable losgroup California Faith for Equality has pro-
members of his group are also reaching oof religious freedom.”

duced a video of priests, reverends and rab-
Other religious leaders vehemently disbis talking about why they support gay mar
riage.

In one, as Pachelbsl’
Canon plays in the back-
ground, the ReWNeil Tho-
mas, a minister at Metro-
politan Community
Church in LosAngeles,
looks at the camera and de-
clares: “I absolutely think
that Jesus would support
the freedom to marpand
because of that, as a fol-
lower of Jesus, it is abso-
lutely incumbent upon me
to support the freedom to
marry as well.”

Adds Rabbi Zach
Shapiro ofTempleAkiba
in Culver City: “My faith
supports the freedom to

marry because, as a Jew
have a responsibility to fight
for what is right . . . and to

Phyllis L yon and Del Martin were the first

paign has come from Mormons, Catholics angort for the proposed constitutional amendagree with Garlow and are working just akelp bring goodness into the world.”

evangelical Christians, who say they argent.
working together much more closely than they _ { _
did eight years ago when a similar measurebsession: . . . marriage,” Garlow said.

furiously to defeat Proposition 8. But their ~ There are plans in the works to make

“What binds us together is one commorfforts have not been as carefully orchestratethother video that includes Muslim leaders

as those of the initiative'religious support- as well as Spanish-speaking religious lead-
ers. ers.

Knights of Columbus Tip the Balance
with Big Anti-Gay Marriage Donation

create, which she updates dai@nAug.
14, when the Knights of Columbus mad
their contribution, the totals were
$7,599,137 for opponents and $7,165,54
It's official—opponents of gay mar for supporters, Maloy said. (Throughg.
riage have raised more cash in support df3 it was $7.574,637 to $5,944,798s)of

By Veronique deTurenne
LA Now — LosAngeles imes
August 21, 2008

tive, than gay marriage supporters, whments, she said.
have vowed to defeat the Nevballot mea- You can look at total contributions
sure. within the state, broken down by county
A contribution by the Connecticut- or you can search the nationwide data ba
based Knights of Columbus of $1.25 mil-(use abbreviations for the states) for an
lion onAug. 14 put Proposition 8 support- luminating look at money flowing to both
ers within striking distance of opponentssides of the issue.
Yesterday another infusion of cash from We'll keep you apprised of major
groups and individuals who oppose samezhanges in the flow of casAs for the
sex marriage put them ahead in the mongyhoto, thats Geoge Bush, a fierce gay
race. marriage opponent, speaking to the 122
Our own Maloy Moore is following the annual Knights of Columbus convention i
money in a pair of data bases she helpddallas inAugust 2004.

Proposition 8, the anti-gay marriage initia-4 p.m. yesterdayupporters passed oppof

:I:d

Susan Russell, a priestAdt Saints Kerry Chaplin, interfaith a@yanizing di-
Episcopal Church in Pasadena, a liberaéctor of California Faith for Equalitylso
congregation that has long supported th&aid her group plans to work with churches
rights of gays and lesbians to massgid to encourage parishioners to talk to their
“fair-minded Californians” should be con-friends and neighbors about why they should
cerned about some of the tactics and anppose Proposition 8.
guments of faith leaders on the other side. On the other side, Garlow said pastors

“I will defend to my last breath the are planning a 40-day fast leading up to the
right of any of those folks to exercise theielection. He is also planning several rallies,
religion as they believe they are called tincluding one that he hopes will include
do it,” she added. “But I'll resist to my 300,000 youths.
last breath, vote, e-mail and blog their right ~ Catholics and Mormons, meanwhile, are
to inflict their religious beliefs on the Con-organizing their own congregations to try to
stitution of the state of California.” sway voters, make contributions and get out

Russell said that the idea that théhe vote.
court’s decision infringed on religious lib- The Knights of Columbus, a Catholic
se erty was a “red herring.” Divorce is legalgroup, recently donated $1 million to thes
[- in California, she said, but that dodgsn’on Proposition 8 campaign.
mean that Roman Catholic priests have to Ned Dolejsi, executive director of the
perform marriages for people who have&alifornia Catholic Conference, the public
been divorced. policy arm of the Catholic Church, said it was

As the campaign intensifies this fall,too early to say whether the coalitions being
both sides in the fight over Proposition &uilt around Proposition 8 would carry over
say they expect religious leaders and theinto other issues.
congregations to continue to play a big  But, he added: “I§ an interesting time
role. to get to know each other in fifent ways.”

D
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Pope Rest ates Gay Marriage Ban

After California V ote

Pope Benedict reasserted the Church’s stance on marriage for gay couples, claiming that “matrimony between
a man and a woman...cannot be substituted by, confused with, or compared to other types of unions.”

By Philip Pullella
Reuters

May 19, 2008 ety that can not be substituted bgnfused

he said.

Pope Benedict, speaking a day after a  p,q pope also spoke of the inalienablao

Callfprnla c_ourt ruled in favor (_)f Same'se)?ights of the traditional family‘founded on
marriage, firmly restated on Friday the Rofnatrimony between a man and a woman
man Catholic Churck’ position that only be the natural cradle of human life” ’

unlor;s between a man and a woman are On Thursday the California Supreme
moral.

_Beneqh(_:t mad_e no mention of_the Callriages in a major victory for gay rights advo
fornia decision in his speech to family 9roupgatas that will allow homosexual cou

from throughout Europe, but stressed thl‘:ﬁarry in the most populous U.S. stat
Churchs position several times. o

“The union of love, based on matrimonyChu
between a man and a woman, which makes

e.
Last year Italy’s powerful Catholic
rch successfully campaigned against

with, or compared to other types of unions,

Court overturned a ban on same-sex-maodds with rights guaranteed by the stte’

ples tavho is opposed to gay marriage, prayed “for

up the family represents a good for all socidaw proposed by the previous centre-left govRead of the Italian Bishops Conference, made

ernment that would have given more righteeadlines with comments that critics said
to gay and unmarried couples. equated homosexuality with incest and pe-
The Roman Catholic Church teaches thatophilia.
mosexuality is not sinful but homosexual After he made the comments—which
acts are, and is opposed to gays being allowBadgnasco said were misunderstood—fgraf
to adopt children. reading “Shame” and “Alch Out Bagnasco”
The California court found laws limit- appeared on the door of the cathedral in north-
ing marriage to heterosexual couples are atn Genoa, where Bagnasco is archbishop.
The pope, who backed Bagnasco, will
constitution. U.S. President GgelV. Bush, visit Genoa his weekend.
Opponents of gay marriage in the United
the family” with the pope at th&hite House States vowed to contest the ruling with a state-
last month during the poniftis visit there.  wide ballot measure for a constitutional
a LastyearCardinaAngelo Bagnasco, the amendment to ban gay marriages.
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BOOK REVIEW

Are You Guys Brothers?
by Brian McNaught

By Grady Harp endured the closet of a hid e

August 12, 2008 den personal life.
Are You Guys Both-

‘...even one as seemingly noble as malers?follows their relation-
ing everyone happy This phrase in many ship from the beginning tc
ways brings together the messages of thilse present, as the develo
well-written, very inspiring book by Brian ment of an ever tighte:
McNaught. Itis part memoir about his thirty-bonding accompanies th
two year successful same-sex relationshigps and downs that mirro
with his life partner and now spouse, Rapur societys evolving con- book being a diatribe and prejudice. McNaught becomes a poet in
Struble, part considered evaluation of the hissept of same sex partre : against all the barriersthe final chapters. “& have wounds from
torical developments during that time frameships. Both men are fron |, %7 ~ | thatchallenged the twothe hurtful things that have been said and done
and part warmly and genuinely mentoringhe ‘solid Midwest,” both | /& b t;;_-."_i mens rights to happi- to us by people who were horrified, loy jeal-
lesson for people of all ages whose lives seewere raised in lge fami- |4 25 ~ | ness, itisinstead a cel-ous of, our same sex intimac@ut we have
at odds with the ‘norm.” It is a valuable adlies, both were strongly de ebration of the indi- also been helped along the way by family
junct to human sexuality studies, and it is alseout Catholics, both sus DA vidual spirit in over members, neighbors, and people of faith, by
a keenly interesting book that captures thi@ined childhood sexug s coming odds to find a colleagues, and by friends... It takes a long
joys and trials of growing and caring rela@buse, alcoholism and su | Brian McNdught life of freedom and joy time to make something ‘real’.”

friends’ lack of accep- and valued. Friends support you, anfiaf
tance of gay people. you, and fight against anything and anyone
We gradually that might threaten you.”

learn how these two  Aside from being a socio/politico/spiri-
men lose faith in the tual journey of change and growth, this book
church, in their govern- contains some of the most gentle, tended
ment, and in the persis-touching pages of how this universe can once
tence of ‘radical right.” again be beautiful in the eyes of those whose
But instead of this lives have been struggles against hypocrisy

VAW BELAVE BN
o AL S A L)

tionships that make the content read like stance abuse, a_nd s_uicid_e T e e e and spiritual in_ss?I'o- Finally we have a book that is so well-
novel! tempts — all tied in with——————"—— gether they discoverwritten and so broad in its analysis of con-
McNaught is a gay activist whose writ-their coming to grips with that the loss of churchtemporary life in this country — from issues

ings and speaking engagements are poputheir sexualityThe story of these rocks in thesupport and government promises, and evefiyouth to issues of aging — that it should
with large corporations seeking employee antbad is not unlike the changes that have oenduring some family intolerance, their defibecome a resource for people of all walks of
executive enlightenmenttr8ble is a retired, curred in the Catholic Church, tiwhite nition of “friends” has changed:life. It is a book about respect.
successfulvall Street investment broker whoHouse, and the hardships of family andFriends...are people with whom you feel safe  visit www.brianmcnaught.com.

Catholic Loses Appeal Over Union Dues Continued fom page 1
Supporting Gay Marriage Cardinal Newman is

set to become Brit ain’s

By JaniceTibbetts ]
Vancouver Sur Canada does not force her to act in a way contrary thWGSt saint
May 30, 2008 same-sex marriage is a “fundamental humdrer beliefs or her conscience.”

right.” Members who disagree do not have  In hopes of strengthening hegament, of 69-yearold Jack Sullivan, a married Dea-
The Federal Court éfppeal has rejected to sign union cards, but that does not absolomstock had gued she should be able teon from Boston in the U.S., who claims that
the legal challenge of a longtime public-sethem from paying dues, which are mainlyivert her dues as a result of a collectivbe was cured from crippling back pain after
vant who wanted her $800 annual union duétsed for collective bgaining, he said. agreement provision allowing union mems#praying to Newman.
diverted to her church to protest the union’  “The fact that we disagree on an issubers to give their union dues to charity when ~ But the Pope would need to attribute a
support for gay marriage and its zero teledoes not do away that responsibilityhich  they are members of a religiouganization second miracle to Newmanhame for him
ance against “homophobia” andevery person benefits from whether they sighvhose doctrine prevents him or her as & be canonised, and thereby finally become

“heterosexism.” a union card or they daii’ said Gordon. matter of conscience from making financiaf saint - although the suspicion remains in
Susan Comstock, a devout Catholicwho The Federal Court ohppeal provided contributions to an employeegamization.” church circles that Newmansexuality may
worked for the federal government for 3510 details on its decision, whichfegtively The Federal Court, howeyesaid that yet count against him when it comes to this

years until her retirement last Septembemeans the three-judge panel agreed with tilee Catholic Church does not oppose uniorighal hurdle.
unsuccessfully gued that forcing her to pay Federal Court March 2007 ruling againstas a matter of practice and that, in fact, ithas  One thing is sure, the intensely shy
dues to the Public Serviédliance of Canada Comstock. recognized the value of collectivities. humble and bookish Newman would almost
violated her Charter of Rights guarantee to  “The evidence does not show how her  The Catholic Civil Rights League, whichcertainly have preferred to remain buried in
freedom of religion and freedom of con4reedom of religion and conscience was contook up Comstocls cause and supplied hetthat humble grave alongside his friend rather
science. promised by this poligy Justice Frederick lawyer, has denounced Canadian courts artlan be transferred, alone for the first time in
“The union would be best to try and repGibson wrote at the time. “The fact that shéribunals for being “generally favourable todecades, to a splendid marble sarcophagus
resent all its members and stick to workplacepposes the uniampolitical or social causeshomosexual activists.” many miles away - no matter how great the
issues and stay out of contentious social is honour it meant was being bestowed upon
sues,” Comstock said in an interviéwvas . him.
the third strike for th&@oronto woman, who EXh umin g N ewman Some religious commentators have sug-
also was defeated in the Canadian Human gested a compromise - that Fathed&hns

; L ) ) ) _ body should b [ ’
Rights Commission and the Federal CourBy Andrew Sullivan feminate, delicate intellectual who had almo [;) i¥ss noeliiv rss?ﬁ;egégzg-wg:tNggmgs

23;2%896?:23??0? ggﬁlgggftzhiovxﬂigzlr( ttf:'za"y Dish- andrewsullivan.theatlantic.commo real inte_raction with women at all an nsurprisinglythis idea has not been accepted
case. ugust 4, 2008 bonded mainly with younger men.t $hn by the Catholic Church.

The dispute between Comstock and the ; ; : was one such man, and Newnzand $

i For any English Catholic, the figure ofJohns deepest wishes were to be buried tB-
;mlor(; be?arg)almﬁst four yesars ago,fwhen k€ rdinal Newman looms ige. An intellec- gether forever me; have had aay tendencies. but brok
n(::l:]riagz ii z(i)ur:]eﬁwrouglig:ibﬁggr;uorirngga}(/h tual giant, a convert frosnglicanism, heis ~ Now, theVatican, nervous that this jOinthisyHon vowsg?éc/hsrnek;ayngreos\}in; Phee\/?jrepr:;] ©
2004 federal election campaign Bne of_ the_ greats - and now on his way tburial might raise questions about Newman, 4 sincerity of his faith.

The Public Servicalliance of Canada canonization. But Newman also had onand always eager to insist that gay men, even -y, i, Prendegast, a homosexual cam-
vowed “zero tolerance” for homophobia an reat love in his life\mbrose $John.When  celibate ones, cannot be saints any more th igner in the Catholic Church says. ‘I don’
“heterosexism,” which it defined as “the pre- John died in 1875, Newman wrote: *| havehey can now be seminarians, is actually e{%gink they can just pretend the relationship
sumption that everyone is heterosexual ang., thought no bereavement was equal Kuming Newmars body and reburying it sangy;ig, Faher $John] didnt exist
that Eeterosexualit yis superior to other forn:}F-Ia-t of a husbandor a wifes, but | feel it St John. Reburying saints is not unknowrl, .y shoudrt be afraid of a.cknowledg-
of loving.” / b Gifficult to believe that any can be grgatﬂf’r, but vi_olatin_g .SUCh acore last wish of this gre%g that Cardinal Newman had his trials and

“I saw my $800 in union dues going inany ones sorrow gr_eaterthan mine. " man is definitely suspicious.hey could ex- torments, yet he was able to deal with these
part to support activities around this policy Newman and SJohn lived togethelf(_)ved hume $John too and re-bury both together o positive mannewithout compromising
caid Comstock. one another_ and even left express wishes thatpecting their clear wishes, but that wouldhic -ommitment to celibacy

The federal Liberal government of th th_ey be buried togetheAnd S0 they were, be of-message for the now pathologically Whatever the truth, it seems a terrible
time had promised to | 9 ' N&yith the tombstone etched with these Immohomophobid/atican. sadness that1B vears élfter his death. this
ollowin promi €galiz€ gay marragey| and elliptical words: “Out of shadows  Benedict does, howevdrave the wit of td ‘ Y | S

g a string of court rulings that de-5p phantasms into tAeuth” a gay man of the old schoohen pressed o, most devout man can no longer restin peace.
clared the federal_ ban unconstltutl_onal. Whether this shared burial was a funcyear ago by Cherie Blair to hurry ug g -
Comstogkﬁ opposmorr]mto gay marriageyion of & deep intimacy or of a homosexuailewmans canonization, Benedict apparent Visit the New Ways Ministry
E:/(;Tirt)ste“amt?i;&%fsl{’l;):)sit?ogrrg?]g gr::lg:\t‘ergelationship in the late nineteenth centurfamented that the church needed one mEITEEIE for information about

S ense we do not knovBut we do know that miracle to be attributed to Newman for it td : 1
to Catholicism in 2004. . the Oxford Movement was, to put mildly proceed. ‘It is taking some time” his Holi- upcoming programs:

John Gordon, na_monal P“?S'de”t of th‘ﬁigh camp as well as high church, and thatess told Blair “Miracles are hard to come

165,000-member union, said its SUPPOIt Qjeyyman, like the current Porffifvas an ef- by in Britain.”

That has dismayed those who believe that
haps the ultimate truth was that Newman

www.NewWaysMinistry.org
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Catholic adoption agency agrees to comply with the law
A Roman Catholic-run adoption agency has decided to consider gay couples

By Tony Grew
Pinknews.co.uk

July 30, 2008

cessing goods, fa- “And that is why there can be no exemp-  “I suspect if a same-sex couple arrives
ciliies and services. tions for faith-based adoption agencideef at any of the agencies just to test out the sys-

The govern- ing publicly-funded services from regulationgem, they will not get very fdrhe said.
ment briefly con- which prevent discrimination.” “There are bishops who are taking the
sidered an opt out The Roman Catholic agencies weréegal route about this, but ours are not. It re-
for Roman Catholic given an opt-out until the end of this year tonains to be seen whether that would result in
adoption agencies. comply with the law more dificulties for their agencies.”

After meeting Some of them have closed rather than Some agencies are attempting to get
with MPs and the deal with same-sex couples as potential paround the SORs, wittMestminster Catholic
Cabinet in January ents, despite the fact that over the last 20hildren’s Society claiming it only places
2007, former Prime years, 13 of the 720 adopted children placezhildren with married couples and it is ready
MinisterTony Blair by Catholic charities have been with singleto go to court over the issue.

Englands lagest Roman
Catholic-run adoption agency
has decided to consider sameg
sex couples as potential par
ents.

However the Catholic
Children’s Society ofArundel
and Brighton, Portsmouth and

Southwark$ chief executive bowed to strong gay or lesbian people. In Scotland, where the Roman Catholic
claimed that gay and lesbian criticism from his Catholic Childrers Society ofArundel Church regularly tries to interfere in the po-
couples “will not get very far” if they apply own party over the exemption. and Brighton, Portsmouth and Southwark'litical process, First Ministeklex Salmond
“We ofer our services to all, irrespec-  “| start from a very firm foundation: there chief executiveTerry Connor told Catholic has said he wants Church adoption agencies
tive of religious or ethnic origin,” the groupis no place in our society for discrimination,’newspapeiThe Universehat local bishops to remain open.
claims on its website. Mr Blair said. had backed the plans to allow same-sex However the SNPeader has not pro-
The Sexual Orientation Regulations,  “That is why | support the right of gay couples to apply for adoption, but made clegrosed any concrete solutiorhe Scottish
passed last yegprotect gaylesbian and bi- couples to apply to adopt like any othethat prejudice remains. Parliament has legal powers over adoption,
sexual people from discrimination when aceouple. but not equality legislation.

Arizona’ s Catholic Bishop s Urge Voters to Ban Gay Marriage

By Howard Fischer “The church has always and Thursday’s Christians,” he said\nd he noted it took the

East \alley Tribune- Arizona will continue to address issues es pastoral statement Catholic Church nearly 400 years to admit

September 5, 2008 pecially that are related to mora reinforces the that Galileo was right and that the Earth is
and ethical principles,” he said. churchs view with  not the center of the universe.

Arizona’s two Catholic bishops aregir “\We believe that marriage is a sal’ Kincanas saying Kincanas said he sees the issue before
ing the faithful to vote to constitutionally bancred relationship, that it is at the; . these kinds of docu- voters in absolute terms.
gays from marrying in the state. heart and core of society i = Tt W ments “reflect on “The purpose of this proposition is to
In a pastoral letteThomas Olmstead of And Kincanas said i& not ! S ¥ the churchs under assure the fact that in the stateAoizona,
Phoenix and Gerald Kincanaslafcson said just an issue for Catholics: He : standing of a par the institution of marriage as, from time im-
Proposition 102 “is in alignment with Ourpointed out the Union for Ortho- | ticular issue” for memorial, is a relationship between one man

deeply held moral beliefs regarding margox Jewish Congregations of followers. and one woman,” he said.

riage.”And without a constitutional provision, America also issued a stateme The bishops’ And what of the mention in the Oles-
the pair say current laws which define marsaying Judaism “fms marriage comments drew tament of men with multiple wives?

riage inArizona as solely between one mamnly between a man and woman. criticism  from “The reality is there have always been

David Felten, min- people who have lived in common-law rela-
ister of Fountains  tionships or perhaps have polygamous rela-
United Methodist tionships,” Kincanas said. “But that dogsn’

and one woman could be overturned. The Catholic Church has
Olmstead was out of the state on persongiken a particularly active role on
business. But Kincanas told Capitol Medighe issueThe bishops directed

Bishop Gerald Kicanas

Services he sees nothing improper abogk UrRon Johnson, their lobbyist, to convince legChurch in Fountain Hills. necessarily change the understanding of the
ing people to put the churchview on mar slators to put the issue on the November bal-  “People have got this idea that they camstitution of marriage because there are other
riage into the state constitution. lot. speak for God and speak universally for apossibilities.”
4 )
Gay-Friendly Catholic Colleges
Below is a partial list of known “gay-friendly” Catholic colleges and universities, that is, those Catholic colleges that have some type of gay and lesbian student group,
support group, ally group, etc. Thank you for helping us add to this growing list! If you are aware of such a college that is known as welcoming to gay and lesbian people,
please let us know. Tell us if this welcome is because of a club, support services, participation in gay community events, or simply the friendliness of faculty and staff.
Arizona T Minnesota o Oregon
Tempe All Saints Catholic Newman Center  Notre Dame Holy Cross College, Saint Magy ~ CCll€geville Saint Johrs University Marylhurst Marylhurst University
College, University of Notre Dame Saint JoseptCollege of Saint Benedict Portland University of Portland
California S. Paut & Thomas University
Belmont Notre Dame de Namur University  |owa Winona Saint Marys University of Minnesota Pennsylvania
Goleta St. Mark’s University Dubugque Loras College CressonMountAloysius
LosAngelesLoyola Marymount University Montana Erie: Mercyhurst College
Moraga Saint Marys College Kentucky Helena Carroll College Philadelphia Chestnut Hill College, LaSalle
Ranchos Palosevde: Marymount College Louisville Spalding University University Saint Josepk’University
San DiegoUniversity of San Diego Nebraska _ o Villanova: Villanova University
San FranciscoUniversity of San Francisco | guisiana Omaha Creighton University
Santa Clara Santa Clara University New OrleansLoyola University New Orleans ) Rhode Island
New Hampshire Newport Salve Regina University
Colorado Maryland NashuaRivier College
Denver Regis University Baltimore: College of Notre Dame of Maryland, Texas
Loyola College of Maryland New Jersey Austin Saint Edward University University
Connecticut Jersey City: St. Petets College of Texas
Fairfield: Fairfield University Sacred Heart  Massachusetts South OrangeSeton Hall SanAntonia University of the Incarnatéord
University Boston Emmanuel College, Boston College
New HavenAlbertus Magnus College Chestnut Hill Boston College New York _ Vermont
West Hatford: Saint Joseph College Easton Stonehill College Albany. College of Saint Rose Colchester Saint Michaet College
North Andover Merrimack College Bronx Fordha_m UniversityManhattan College
District of Columbia Weston Regis College Buffala Canisius College Washington
Geogetown University Worcester Assumption College, Holy Cross New Rochell_eCoIIgge of New Rochelle, lona Collegeacey Saint Martins College
College PoughkeepsieMarist College Seattle Seattle University
Florida Rivedale College of Mount Sairincent SpokaneGonzaga University
Miami Gaidens SaintThomas University Michigan RochesterNazareth College of Rochester
Miami Shoes Barry University AnnArbor: S. Mary Sudent Parish SyracuselLeMoyne College Wisconsin
) De Pee: Saint Norbert College
lllinois Missouri Ohio ) o - Madison Edgewood College
Chicaga DePaul UniversityLoyola Univer . Louis Saint Louis University Cincinnatt Xavier University University of Milwaukee Alverno College, Cardinalt8tch
sity, Saint Xavier College Cincinnati University Marquette University
ColumbusOhio Sate University
Dayton University of Dayton
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Gay-Friendly Parishes

Below is a partial list of known “gay-friendly” Catholic parishes and faith communities. Thank you for

helping us add to this growing list! If you are aware of such a parish that is known as welcoming to lesbian N
and gay Catholics as members and active parishioners, please let us know. Tell us if this welcome is S
because of a support program, spirituality group, mission statement, participation in gay community events, _z_l
or involvement with parents. .
z

Alabama Country Club Hills S. Emeric RochesterBlessed Sacrament. Sohn the - ’
Montgomey: S. Bede Evanston$. Nicholas Evangelist (Humboldtt9, &. Mary, . Monica O.qlg '
Morton Giove S. Martha Syracuse. Andrew theApostle, $. Lucy "'07,,0 vam* x
Arizona Oak Park Ascension, Utica: Q. Francis DeSales
Mesa Christ the King . Catherine of Siennat3 ucy Wantaugh S. Frances de Chantal
ScottsdaleFranciscan Renewal Center Schaumbug: St. Marcelline Westbuy: &. Brigid
Tuscon K. Cyril of Alexandria, SS. Peter and Tennesgee
Paul, & Pius X, Our Mother of Sorrows,  Indiana North Carolina Memphis Cathedral of the Immaculate
K. Odilia Evansville . Mary Charlotte: . Peter Conception
Indianapolis &. ThomasAquinas Durham Immaculate Conception
California Fayetteville St. Patrick Texas
Berkeley Holy Spirit Parish lowa Raleigh &. Francis ofAssisi Colleyville: Good Shepherd
Burney & Francis ofAssisi lowa City. . Thomas More Dallas: Holy.Tr|n|ty
Carlesbad &. Patrick Ohio Plana St. ElizabethAnn Seton
Claremont Our Lady of theAssumption Kentucky Akron: &. Bernard o
El Cajon . Luke Louisville Epiphany &. William, Cincinnatt &. Geoge-S. Monica Virginia
EscondidoS. Timothy Cathedral of thdssumption ClevelandAscension of Our Lord,tSMalachi, ~ Arlington: Our Lady Queen of Peace
Fremont S. Joseph - Mission San Jose . Martha RichmondCathedral of the Sacred Heart,
Hawthorne . Joseph (Spanish) Maine Columbus <. Thomas More Newman Center Sacred Heart Parish
Haywaud: All Saints Portland: Sacred HearttSDominic Mentor. &. JohrVianney Rogngkes. Gerard'
LaPuenteSt. Martha Saco Most Holy Trinity University HeightsChurch of the Gesu Mrginia Beach S. Nicholas
Lemon Gove . John of the Cross Westlake St. Ladislas '
Long BeachSt. Matthew Maryland Wooster St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception \Washington
LosAngelesBlessed Sacrament, Christthe ~ Baltimore: Corpus Christi, & Francis ofssisi, Pullman:Sacred Heart
King, Mother of Good Counselt.€amillus <. Matthew S. Philip and James, Oregon Seattle St. Benedict
CenteiLA USC Medical Center (Spanish), 3. Vincent dePaul Central Point Shepherd of thealley Tacoma St. Leo
S. Paul thedpostle Columbia . John the Evangelist Portland: Journey and Koinonia Catholic . .
North Hollywood Blessed Sacrament, Sane ~Gaithersbug: . Rose of Lima Community &. Andrew; &. Phillip Neri, Wisconsin
Frances de Chantal, ®atrick Hagerstown . Ann S. Vincent dePaul Madison Our Lady Queen of Peace,
Oakland Our Lady of Lourdes SevernS. Bernadette S. Benedict Center Sundagsembly
OceansideSt. Thomas More Pennsylvania Menomonee FallsGood Shepherd
Orange Holy Family Cathedral, Koinoia Massachusetts Philadelphia Old . Joseph, OldtSMary, Milwaukee Good Shepherd, Prince of Peace,
PleasantonCatholic Community of Boston Paulist CenterS. Anthony’s Shrine, K. John the Evangelistt.&incent DePaul Trinity-Guadalupe
Pleasanton . Cecelia York: &. Joseph
SacramentoS. Francis ofAssisi Newton St. Ignatius Canada
San CarlosSt. Charles Springfield Sacred Heart Rhode Island Toronta Our Lady of Lourdes
San DiegoAscension, Christ the King, Worcester Holy Cross College Providence . Francis Chapel
San Rafael,tSJude Shrine o Wickford: St. Bernard
San FranciscoMost Holy Redeemer Michigan _
Old 8. Mary's Cathedral, SAgnes, AnnArbor: . Mary Sudent Parish To add your faith community to our list, please contact the New Ways
. Dominic , Detroit: <. Leo, Christ the King Ministry office viainfo@newwaysministry.org or at 301-277-5674. Thanks!
San Jose &. Julie Billiart, . Martin of Tours KalamazooLambda Catholics
(Emmaus Community) . Ignace &. Ignatius Loyola

San Luis ObispdOld Mission of San Luis

Obispo Minnesota
San RafaelChurch of San Rafael Minneapolis St. Frances Cabrini,tSJoan ofrc, 1 4

& Mission San Rafadérchangel

Santa ClaraGALA

Santa CruzHoly Cross Missouri . . Deve]opiug Catholic Lesbian/ Gay ]Winistry
Santa MonicaSt. Monica Kansas City GuardianAngels, $. Francis

Spring \lley: Santa Sophia Xavier . James ~ OO @ ST OO O TN ON
Walnut Creek . JohnVianney S. Louis . Cronan, § Mamaret of Scotland, &@A& &MA ARG DA
West Hollywood S. Ambrose, & Victor . PiusV

Weekend Workshops for Pastoral Ministers,

Whittier: &. Mary of theAssumption . e
Montana Leaders of Catholic Institutions,

Colorado _ Billings: Holy Rosary and all interested in lesbian/gay ministry
Arvada Spirit of Christ
Avon St. Edward Nebraska _
Colorado SpringsOur Lady of Guadalupe, =~ Omaha Holy Family, Sacred Heart November 14-16, 2008
Sacred Heart )
Denver . Dominic, Christ the King, Nevada _ . ) St. Paul's MonaStery
Mount Carmel Las \égas Christ the King, Guardian St. Paul, Minnesota
Fort Collins Blessed John XXIII Angel Cathedral
Genessees. Francis Cabrini Shrine .
Highlands RanchPax Christi New Hampshire o January 23-25, 2009
Littletor: <. Erancis Cabrini Mans:hesterPansh of th@ransfiguration :
Merimack St. John Neumann St. Leo Abbey Retreat Center
Connecticut New Jersey St. Leo, Florida (near Tampa)

Hartford: &. Patrick-$. Anthony Clifton: &. Brendan

Lawrenceville &. Ann

aggigiiz{tgoéurzg;sius Long Beach Islandst. Francis ofssisi February 20-22, 2009

St Matthew Cathedral Trenton Falls . Anselm Tolomei Retreat Center

Florida New Mexico St. David, Arizona (near Tucson)
. Albuquegue:Holy Family,

Ft. Laudedale S. Anthony, &. Maurice Shrine of § Bernadette

Melbourne Ascension Parish

Naples . John the Evangelist Espanola Sacred Heart of Jesus |\/|'ay ]_-.3" 2009

S. Petersbu: Holy Cross New York St. Francis Spirituality Center

Winter Haven &. Matthew

Baldwinsville &t. Augustine e .
Bellmore: . Barnabas thapostle Tlﬁ:m’ Ohio (near TOIedO)

Georgia Brooklyn &. Andrew theApostle, $. Boniface,

Atlanta Shrine of the Immaculate Conception

S. Athanasius
linois Deer Park:Ss. Cyril and Methodius . August 7-9, 2009
East Islip . M
BEF"VV” 4 Mary ?f the Celle East slip Mar;wy Bishop Robert E. Tragy_ Center
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Beyond Courage to Authenticity

A Position Paper on the Courage Apostolate

By the Catholic Pastoral Committee plain its origin using debunked psychoanaJONAH, People Can Change, Parents amd ancientignorance.NCR January 2006.)
on Sexual Minorities (CPCSM) lytic theories of dominant mothers, distanFriends of Ex-Gays and Gays (PFOX), and - The editors of the 1994 antholo@exu-
Www.cpcsm.org fathers, and abusive family relations. Straightway Furthermore, Courage is yet tcality and the Sa&d: Souces of Theological
-NARTH, itself, is a sham ganization refute the pseudo-science of reparativBeflectionsuggest that this ignorance stems,
1. Courage’s Mission and Philosophy of “therapists” that teaches that homosexuaiherapy these “ex-gay” groups advocaten part, from the fact that “throughout most
- The Courage apostolate purports to helfy is a disorder that is not only chosen, buErom the perspective of all mainstream med@f Christian history the vast majority of theo-
people move beyond “same-sex attractiorfan be changed cal and mental health logians who wrote about sexuality tried to ap-

professional associa-proach the subject from one direction only:
tions, homosexuality is they began with &ifmations and assertions
not a disorder requiring of the faith (from scriptures, from doctrines,
either curing or repair from churchly teachings, and so on) and then
ing. Furthermore, many applied those to human sexualiow, theo-

of these professional as-logians are assuming that the other direction
sociations even hold thatof inquiry is important as wellWhat does

to attempt such “cures” our sexual experience reveal about God?
is unethical and vges About the ways we understand the Gospel?

by encouraging a life of “interior chastity inthrough efort. Not
union with Christ."The movement labelsit-surprisingly,
self a “pro-chastity ministry” and equateNARTH’s findings
chastity with celibacy and methodology ar
- Although Courage acknowledges thaseldom, if everoffered
the “inclination” of “homosexual attractions” to peefreviewed jour
is “psychologically understandable,” suchals for critical analy-
attractions are nevertheless considered “obis. In short, the grou
jectively disordered” — a view that, thoughacks any respect fror

promulgated by th¥atican as church teach-the wider scientific on malpractice. About the ways we read scripture=2 Oand tra-
ing, is widely questioned throughout thecommunity - Yet Courage does dition and attempt to live out the faith?”
Church as the people of God. - Despite this, thi not dissuade its members - Such questions, we admit, can be un-

- Courage insists that it “does not profounder of Courage, F from pursuing such settling. But we think that it is not the Catho-
vide professional therapy” while, at the samé@ohn Harvey fre- “therapy” and links to lic way to shy away from them and to retreat
time, maintaining the discredited belief thaguently invited to his NARTH's and other ex- instead into some fantasy world where, de-
“some people, especially young people, agorkshops, as a major presentae late Pe- gay groups’ websites from its own websitespite both scientific and experiential evidence
able to further their psychosexual developer Rudegeajra member of NARH and a We consider this to be not only unethical, bub the contrarywe insist that we have all the
ment[i.e., “move beyond homosexual attraglinical psychologist who was a major proimorally reprehensible. Courage is basicallpossible answers (and thus knowledge) avail-
tions”] with spiritual and psychological aid.” ponent of discredited (by all mainstreansaying to its members that the unhealthy arable to us about what it means to be sexual,
- Courage shares with Protestant ex-gayedical and mental health professional assdamaging practice of reparative therapy ighat it means to be human.
transformational ministries the belief thatiations) theories advocating reparative, askay, but, under no circumstances are its
homosexuality is pathological, and not a natwehange, therapy for gay men and lesbians.members to consider pursuing and maintaid- Church teaching on homosexuality
ral, normal sexual orientation. Howeyan- - Since last November thachdiocese ing a loving committed same-sex relationship - In his November 1 column ifihe
like many of the other ministries, the Ceurof &. Paul-Minneapolis has attempted to pro- relationships which, as a number of recei@atholic Spirit editor Jo&owalskinotesthat
age apostolate recognizes that adult sexuabte NARTH as a credible scientificgani- and reputable studies have shown, are “nbbmosexuality is a “hot button issue for the
orientation is fixed and does not claim thatation. For instance, in the November 8 issugtypical, psychologically immature, or ma-church,” yet he does not say why this is the
adult gays and lesbians’ sexual orientation cari The Catholic Spiritthe oficial newspa- levolent contexts of development.” (Glenn IcaseWe'd like to suggest that one reason why
be changed. Nevertheless, it still teaches thag¢r of the archdiocese, .Rlim Livingston Roisman, PhDAmerican Psychologic#ls- many issues related to human sexuality re-
the only valid path for homosexuals is to seeflead chaplain to the local chapter of Goursociation media release, January 22, 2008main controversial is because the majority of

celibacy age)endorsedNARTH by citing the ogani- Catholics intuitively sense that the teachings
zation as a useful resource and by encouraglAlternative Catholic perspectives on ho- of the church about these issues lack cred-
2. Courage and NAR'H (National Asso- ing people to visit its website so as “to learnmosexuality ibility. The reason for this is simple: the laity
ciation for Reseach and Therapy of Ho- .. about the emotional root causes of homo- - CPCSM has always supported thoskas had no part in shaping these teachings.
mosexuality) sexuality” Fr. Livingston also recommendedwho feel called by God to live a celibate life. - The belief that the laity should be con-

- Courage discourages the use of then audio CD of a talk given by NARI co- Yet we have serious concerns when Couragelted in matters of doctrine, especially when
terms “gay” and “lesbian,” believing suchfounder Joseph Nicolosi, an individual whomand the hierarchical Church insist thiitgay teachings concern their lives intimates/pa
labels reduce individuals to their “sexual atArchbishop Nienstedt, when he was a bishogind lesbian people are called to lifelong celit of Catholicisms rich heritage. For instance,
tractions.” Given this rationale, it seems odéh Detroit, invited to speak to the priests obacy as a result of their God-given sexual orthe great English theologian, Cardinal John
that Courage uses the term “same-sex dhe archdiocese as an “expert” on homosexgntation We believe that this reflects an exHenry Newman (1801-90) wrote that: “The
tracted” when talking about the homosexuadlity. Many Catholics are concerned by théremely limited and ultimately unhealthy un-body of the faithful is one of the witnesses to
orientation. It5 important to know that the archdiocese increasing reliance on the disderstanding of human sexuality and of God'the fact of the tradition of revealed doctrine,
phrase “same-sex attracted” was coined yredited perspective and “findings” ofpresence and call in the lives and relatiorand . . . their consensus through Christendom

the lagely discredited U.S.-basdédational NARTH to support and validate Churchships of LGBT people. is the voice of the Infallible Church.”
Association for Research aritherapy of teaching on homosexuality -With the vast majority of LGB Tatho- -With regards to the issue of homosexu-
Homosexuality (NARH). It's a term that is - Although Courage itself does not atiics, their parents, loved ones, and allies wality, the “body of the faithful” is still very

unrecognized by any professional health atempt to change adult homosexual orierecognize and celebrate human sexuality much engaged in the journey towards “con-
sociation. Following NARH’s lead, Cour tation, its website has a link to NAR's gay and straight — as a God-given gift that weensus.” (As noted above, recent data pub-
age likens homosexuality to alcoholism, and/iebsite and to the websites of many norare called to holistically integrate into ourdished by the Pew Forum shows that 58 per
conducts its “support group” using the 12Catholic so-called “ex-gay’conservative redives. For the majority of people — gay orcent of U.S. Catholics favor acceptance of
Step format developed icoholicsAnony-  ligious groups—such as, Exodus Internastraight — such wholeness and authenticiggay people and relationshipAnd in other
mous. Some members of Courage even cativnal, Homosexualknonymous, Hope Min- means seeking and cultivating an intimatereas, what can reasonably be viewed as con-
sider their “disorder” to be curable, and existry, International Healing Foundation,relationship with another — a relationshigensus is actually20at odds with the teaching
which by its love and commitment is pure irof the hierarchical church. For instance, the
thought and conduct, i.e., chaste. Being alW}S Conference of Catholic Bishops concedes

n thentic in this way — as many LGBT peopléhat 96 percent of married Catholics use birth
EI sa Ivador' La nd Of Ma rtyrs will attest — requires great dedication andontrol. Clearlythe churchs teachings on a

o . . courage. range of sexual issues are not set in stone.
A GLBT f"endly pllg"mage - LGBT people, along with heterosexuallhis shouldrt be surprising, for as Jesuit
with Sr. Jeannine Gramick people, can and do experience sexual relghilip Endean reminds us: “Dogmas of tradi-

tionships marked by justice, wholeness, arttbn exist not as truths complete in themselves,
life-giving love.We believe that such experi-but rather as resources for helping us discover
ences, along with current scientific underthe ever greater glory . . . of the God whose
standing of homosexualjtgan and should gift of self pervades all possible experience.”
inform church teaching on human sexualityAnd “all possible experience” includes gay

- Recent data (2007) published by theeoples experiences of love, intimacgnd
Pew Forum in its study of ReligionAmerica relationship.

ltinerary highlights: show that a majority of U.S. Catholics (58 - All of this should serve to remind us
- Visit the Wall of Truth and the martyrdom site of the four percent) currently favor acceptance of gathat truth is discovered through time and that

US Churchwomen. people and relationships and that such apradition evolvesThe Church is currently
- Liturgy at site of Oscar Romero’s martyrdom. proval is proportionately greater in the Cathateaching in Section 2358 of the Catechism,

lic Church than in other Christian churchethat homosexuals should be treated with com-

- Discussion with a liberation theologian at the Jesuit or in the nation as a whole. It would seemassion and sensitivityhat, in itself, repre-

Central American University. that many Catholics concur witlational sents an evolution of the traditiofhere is
- Meet members of a local LGBT organization and Catholic Repater editor Tom Roberts, when no reason why the moral teaching should not
leaders in the Archdiocesan Human Rights Office. he states: “[Some insist] that current thinkingvolve beyond the “intrinsic disorder” of “ho-
that is tolerant of homosexuality [is] igror mosexual acts,” and there is plenty of scien-
For more information, contact Sr. Jeannine Gramick ing ancient wisdom. | happen to think thatific evidence and moral/pastoral reasoning

current wisdom that welcomes homosexualbat it should evolve quickly
is, more correctlyfinally dropping centuries

at 301-864-3604 or gramick@juno.com




